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Abstract—GREAT, the GErman Receiver for Astronomy at THz frequencies, has successfully passed its pre-ship​ment acceptance review on December 4-5, 2008. Shipment to DAOF/Palmdale, home of the SOFIA observatory, has been released. According to the SOFIA Project schedules, during the time of the conference aircraft installation will be ongoing, including all necessary tests to ensure success​ful Short Science flights in late spring/early summer 2009.

We report on the performance of GREAT in its baseline configuration (two channels will operate simultaneously in the fre​quency ranges 1.25-1.50 and 1.82-1.91 THz, respectively, supported by a wide suite of back-ends). This configuration will also be available to the interested SOFIA user communities in collaboration with the GREAT PI team during SOFIA’s upcoming Basic Science flights. 
