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The past decade has seen a revolution in the development of Kinetic Inductance Detectors (KIDs) with the 
technology moving from the concept stage to large format imaging arrays on ground based telescopes 
observing at mm, sub-mm and optical wavelengths. The simplicity of the KID along with its high sensitivity and 
natural multiplexing in the frequency domain make it a strong candidate to fulfill the detector role for the next 
generation of space-based observatories. The SpaceKIDs program is a three-year, European funded project 
involving five academic institutes and two industrial partners across Europe working to develop KIDs towards 
the next generation of space based astronomical and Earth observing instruments. The study aims to highlight 
and address the key issues facing the KIDs deployment as a space based detector, such as optical bandwidth, 
speed, power consumption and susceptibility to cosmic rays. This presentation will give an overview of the 
SpaceKIDs project and its relevance to the scientific community along with key results from the project to date. 

  


