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RADI O ASTRON OM Y 

Radio Star's Noise 
Is Blocked by Sun 

~ .\ S T R() ;'\O~ I E R S (-"O R the first tim r 
h.ivc actuu llv recorded the dimmi ng of the 
hisses of a no isv radio <tar as the sun passed 
between the st:lr an d the earth . 

T he vo lu m e of th e st ar's xr.ui c hegi ns to 
decrease long before the su n actually pass es 
in [rout o f it, K . E. Mach in a nd F . C . Smith 
o f the Cavend ish l .ahor.u o ry, Ca mbr id ge' 
l TniH -rsity. repo rt in :Va/11Ft' (Aug. 23) . 

The fir st repo rted " rad io occu lta tio n," as 
it wil l proba bly be ca lled. was of the radio 
star in th e co ns tc ll.u ion o f Taurus. th e hul l. 
This noi sv sta r is bel ieved to be th e Cra b 
nebul a , d 'le ex pa nd ing rcmn.nus of a sta r 
wh ich ex p lode d a lmos t a tho usa nd years ago . 

During Ju ne. th e a ppa re llt inten si ty o f 
m icrowa ve rad iat io n from th e noi sy obj ect 
was m ea sur ed al noon on 17 davs when th e 
sun 's sout he rn limb passed c lose to it. 
~lca surcl11en t s of fre q ue nc ies of K15 and 3X 
m egacycles showed that the hi sses becam e 
less loud as soo n as the SU Il approa ch ed the 
ra dio star tTl wi thin even ten lim es th e 
sun's apparent rad ius . Retracti o n in th e 
solar corona ix responsible for th is di m ming 
of the sta r's hi sses. the Cavcndis l: astrono. 
mcr-, lx licvc. 
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