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BY BRUCE 
MORGAN 

OUTSIDE HDbart, few Tas­
manians know the CSIRO 
exists :in ' this State ­
fewer still know the work 
that is dehe here. 

Not that the work done 
by scientists of the Com­
monwealth Scien tific and 
Industrial Research 
'Organ isation is a closely 
g iJ(~!ded secret. ' 

, .BUtbehind the bleak, un­
inViting walls of the organ­
isation's. centre in Stowell 
Ave, Battery Pt, 15 resi­
dent scientists work for 
the future of Australia, re­

ceivlng little 'publicity and 
seeking none. 

Work Is divided in to 
seven divisions an d ranges 
Iromj-adtn physics to food 
research. . 

, Apart from scten tists. . 
about . re .tcctmtcet starr and 
the usual sprinkling of ad ­
mintstratlve people play 
their pa rt In decid ing th e 
solutions for today's prob­
lems and the ' future's 
needs. 

Scientists from other 
States ' and overseas come 
occasionally to ' conduct 
their own research or work 
with .the residen t staff. 

The diVision into which 
the work is divided are 
horticulture. 'involving re­
search in to qua lity , stor­
age , and min eral nutrition 
in frui t; food research, 
dealing predominantly with 
sea fisheries; radio physics;
soils; mathemattcal sta­

ti stlcs: computing research;
and entomology, . . 

In each of these div­
isions, CSIRO , sctentists . 
work full time, solving new 
problems , improving old 
ideas- and all working 
for the future of. Aus-. 
tral ia . ' 
Th ~y a re men an d. ' years , ' . " 

women of tremendous 
knowledge and dedication , 
- It> themselves, th eir 
work, and th eir count ry. 

But their dedicatiort ex­
tends beyond Aust ralia, be­
cause they work in co-oper­
ation with scientists of 
similar stapding' all . over 
the world ' " 

.some f~ el that full co­
opera tion Is the only way 
to ,solve many econom ical 
problems facing almost 
every country 

. 
Some of the ' research 

has no immediate value. 
but It stfll represents

that could be­

come a life-blood 
future. . 

One suc h scientist L~ D 
Grote .Reber , the worll 
pioneer In raclio-astronomj 

Dr ~ber , .or the Unit ~ 
States., comes to work :Q
Hobart a bout every ,11 year 
and stays for about thr 

" 

T his man , totally dedi 
cated. to his . research , ha 
a un ique record of achieve 
merit since h e graduatqj 
as an el.ect:ical engtneer l! 
the IllmolS, rnstuute a 
Tecl.m ology 111 1933. . I 

HIS gr~atest ach ieve 
ment was ' m '1937, when J1 
bu ilt. the world 's first radio 
tele scope at Ill inois, . I 
S~n ce then, he has r.e 

celvcd , lI: doctorate of phi I 
osoph~ .m astron\?my at tl? 
Untversity of ChIca go, tll 
Bruce Gold Medal for con 
tributions to radlo-ast rori 
omy hi San ,Francisco' ali 
the Elliott , Oesson Med& 
for contributions to astroriknowledge 
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omy in Philadelphia, a nd His work ti es in closely ·not lim ited to radio-astron- on ly-about 10 'years he say::.

bas given the Russell Lec­ with the CSIRO in Hobart,' omy: ' " . Between work ing inTas­

ture on Radio-Astronomy. , and much of his time is He is.currentlv working mania,Dl', Reber spel\&
 
an honour bestowed by the spent there du r in g . : the orl the design and con ­ some 'Uril,!.' studyillg- the 'h i:;':
 
Ameri can Astronomical So- three . 0 1' so years he stays structton , of a practical ' tortcat origms of the AUs~
 
clety. , ' a t attme. ,, ' , electric car. tralian aborigine .
 

In . Australia . h e was . His resea rch is'· In the ,The wor ld economic sit - . He uncov e~ed old "cam p awarded a n , honorary re ­ field of radio waves outside ua tion was the main rea­ site s dating back thous­search fellowship in radio­ the sola r system. He · finds son Why he started in th is arids of years an d did much astronomy by the CSIRO in Tasmania the.most suitable field. towar ds filling In the vag ue 1962. for h is work here, place in t he SOuthern And in the future, which history of this .primitive 
Why does h e Come ' bac k Hemisphere for thiS work. may nor be ' far a way. his ra ce. .
 

to Tasmania every 11 What docs .h e gain from work could lead to new d~­


years ? hIs ' research ? velopments and 'a revolu­ He varies - his ' field or
 

to "1 practically ga in noth- tion in t he transport area . work ma inly because . h e
 
. Accordin g Dr R eber , ing'." he""sa id . • . He claims that. the .car cann ot work in ' radio­

the sma ll fa rming area of ! 'It is' purely an . investi­ manufac tu rers, though. a re astronomy all th e time. 
Both well provides one . of gation . in to something we · not re ally interested in histhe most un ique places , to st ill know -Iit t le abo ut ." work : ' ',. ' 
cond uct research into But .although scie nt ific Bu t because h is elect rtc radio-astronomy ...:- EVERY re search in many cases .has car is designed to perform11 YEARS ! . no ' immedia te value. it is and last better a nd longe r 

Wh y every 11 years in ­ knowledge t ha t could , and than today 's piston en gin ­

volves a complicated .ex­ probably will. be of great ed cars .:tnatat t ttudets not
 
planation . bill. he ' has a , value In th e future. surp ris ing.' . .
 
radio te lescope about, five Dr Reber's aim Is to make Car manufa ctur ers can
 
mil es north of Bothwell, a complete survey of the only ,hope to make hu ge
 
from where he' makes ob­ 'Southem sky at the long , profits by putting out ex­

servations . and conducts wave leng-ths. pensive cars that cost -a
 
much of hIs rresearch: His research , however, is fortune to run and last
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In fact , only. th e three 
out. of 'every 11 'ye;lrs are .., 
~u i t able for .the 'r esearch he : 

oes. , . ' 
Dr R eber ha s been a 

great I asset; t o th e CSrR o. 
which was ackn owledgedIn
1962. · ' :' 

But' more tmportantly ," 
his work could m ean a.'great 
deal in . the .t uture , 'and as 
a n asset;'. he is of value 
to the whole world. 
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