
50-Foot Radio Telescope to 
Study Static from the Stars 

\\'II A T looks like a gigantic: cha fing di sh 
Ill ) top of the buildin g above is a new 600­
inr-li "ra d io telescope" a t th e Nuvnl Resear ch 
Lab orat or y in W ashington . At right , work­
II IC'II lower into pla ce th e last of 32 ulurni­
1111111 sec tions forming a concave reflector 
that will focus radio waves From th e heavens 
onto an unt eunu in th e ce nte r. In stulled on 
a five-in ch- gun mount. the reflec tor can be 
rotat ed a full circl e and aime d verticall y 
from below th e hori zon to hcv ond th e 
zl' lIith. Th e 7.3-ton instrum ent \\:iIl exte nd 
scienti sts' observa tions of rad iati on from th e 

' 

sun, moon , and stars. Th eir findings, besides 
enlarging man 's knowl edge of the universe, 
ar c expe cted to be useful in long-range 
weather Foreca st ing and in predi cting solar 
disturbances that int erf ere with radio com­
munication . 

Rocket Power Tested in Stand 
SPEWI1\G flame like a giant blowtorch , the 

po werful rocke t engine a t left would fly 
luster th an sou nd if released. But North 
America n Aviation engineers keep it tied to 
th is stand in the mou nt.uns of southe rn Ca li­
forn ia while instrumen ts measu re its pow er. 
Platforms a top the stand are used to inst all 
fue l and pressure lilies, amI wate r je ts be­
low p reven t fires during guide d- missile tests 
for the Air F orce . 

Catapult to Hurl Jet Aloft 
To SAV E pr eci ous seco nds in heading off 

enemy planes det ect ed on a radar scree n, 
the Navy's new, butlikc XF4D interceptor, 
below, is designed to be ca tapulted from a 
carrier deck . Exp ect ed to climb rapidl y to a 
height of e ight miles, the Douglas-built tail­
less jet craft ha s complet ed high-altitude test 
Right s. 


