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Prof, To Ao Davis

Indian Statistioal Institute
205 Barrackpore Trunk Rosd .
Calcutta 35, Indie

Dear Prof. Davis: )

Recently I have examined your articls in the
Jo.urnal of Genetics and am greatly flattered by the comments upon my
worke -

Since my letter of 17/10/62 I have been giving some thought to
the longitude affect related to Cocos nucifera, This may be a commmn
phenomenon of plants with random directian of twine., Such plants are
santioned in a oursory way in ths literature but nothing is known of
their performancs, The whole subject seems to be a soientific void,
Soms of the lily family apparently exhibit this charscteristic, but I
have not yet been able to secure specimens,

ILast April I again visited Flinders Tsland and secured specimens
and seed of the binidweed, It may be & variety of Mushlenbeckia, The
plant may cover .c.veral hundred square feot with a mess of tangled
twining stalks, The single root mear the ceuter ceexs to go down many
feet, Ths plant grows by brsnching stalks rather like a tomate vine,
The dominant direotion of twining is clodkwisc, However frequantly a stalk
appears which turmms countsérclockwise, The direction of twine is fixed at
point of forking 2s a given stalk will maintain its direotian of twining
from cne support to apothor over a total length of & dosen feet o1 more.
The nugber of counterclookwise stalks waries from sbout 108 on young plants
to 30% o eld plants.

The vine is & peremnial which apparently propsgates by seed, Most
wild specimens are in a vast tangle so it is quite difficult tc sort the
seed intc Cirsctiom of twine of stnlks, However I now havwe a good supply
of seei of ugknown direction of twine, Enclosed are 100 sseds, About
20 percent probebly are f-om coumterclockwise (right hand sorew threed)
stalks, The fertility rate of this kind of vine is usually low, I will
be plaasaa to have you plant the sseds at your conveniencs. These seeds
nsed only 1,/16" covering, The soil should be one third fine sand and of
loosa texture. Considerable coisiure is reguired to germinate the seed,
Once the plant 1s established, very little water is required, The vine
grows in arid places and supplies the local farmers with some rather coarse
green stoock fesd during drougths whon the grass turns yellow.

Presently I am starting similar tests here, It will be interesting
to see what peroentage new yines and stalks voluntarily turn counterclockwise.
If suoocesaful, I ocan supply seed far other places of different lomgitude.
Kowever, mtereatod, czpable and consientious people will be reguired to
look after the vines and report the resulta,

I am
Sinoerely yours,
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