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Dear Prof. Davis: 

Recently I have uam1ned yoo.r article 111 the 
Jo.Jm&1 of Qenet10a end am great13 flattered b;y tM ~ts upclD .. 
wo.rk. 

sSnoe lI41 letter or 17/10/62 I have been giriIJg 80.. tbougbt to 
the lcmgl1lude atteot Nlated to Oocoa nuoU'era. ThJ.a JJJq 'be a o~ 

pb1J141••UCIl of plants with randam ~otiCl1 CJf tw1DI. Such plets are 
.-nUCDId in a <IUr&Or1' ~ :in the literature but nothSzlg 1& 1I::aDIm Of 
their perfon.... The 1IIIole 8llb.jeot .... to be a ao1entUic vo14e 
SOIlW or the lJJ3 r..uy apperentl,y exhibit this oharaoteriat1c, but I 
haft not 7810 been able to secure spee,... 

lAst AprU I again visltec1 Plinaera Island. mel Securecl a~ 
and seed of the biJlib:ua. It IJtq be a variety or JlIuehl4lDbeokS e , The 
plaQ1t ~ cover ...;varal hLmdrecl .~ t'..t with a .... _ ~leci 

tw1n1ng stalla. fblI single root Dear the OOl:&tor ~_ to go dam JIJe1 
teet. The plant gron by branching stalks rather 11D a tomato v::ine. 
Tlw dominant direotian ot twining is clockwise. lIowver tl'"O..,.tly a 8 talk 
appears which tu:ma oounterclocmd.M. The 41reot1cm of trine i8 t1D4 a.f; 
point at 1'ork1ng as a given stalk will IDiWltam ita d1reotian of tw1n1ng 
from one support to anothar over a total lAIpgth o£ .. CLozm feet 01" more. 
The number of oounteroloa1ad.se stalks varies from about 10~ an yot.mg plants 
to ~ cr'1 old plenta. 

The vine is a p&l"WJn18 1 which apparently propap" bt ......0810 
wild specimBns are 111 a vaat tangle 80 it 1& quite difficult to aort the 
seed into 2.irection o£ twine or atnlks. Ho..evsl' I now haw a good suwJ3 
of seed. of utknOilll 41reoUca ¢ titdne. inoloaed an 100 ueci8. About 
20 percfJDt vrobubq are f~ cOUDwroloo1ar1ae (right band aorew tbNad) 
sthlks. The t'ezot11it,y r9.te of thiJI kind or v1Jw 1. usually loIr. I will 
be pleased to have you plant the setlda ., your OQIlvenience. The.. seec1a 
need ool.,}- 1/16" oOY'erlrlg. The s011 should be one th1rd tine sllli.d and at 
loose texture. Oana14~l'8.1:llc o;o1eturo ia l"'C~d to germinate the seed. 
Once the plwlt 18 established, vary little water is N«Il:lrecl. fM riDe 
gron 111 ar1d plaoes .-Jd SUWl1es t.he looal farmers with ... ratbtr ooane 
grMn .took I".,a, c1uri.~ droug;ths whon the grass turns yell_. 

Presentl3' I am s'krt1ng s1mUar tests here. It w1l1 be interest1ng 
to ... wbat perom~ 11ft}dlJu and staU:a voluntar1q tu1"Il ooctero100kwise. 
po auooeaatul, I GIG aupp13 seed for o~ places ot. ditf'erent lanai1u4e• •_wr. 1ntereated. oapable nnd ccmsiendaua people will be required to 
look after the vines am re~ tM: resulta. 
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