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Mr. GROTE REBER
GREEN TANK, W, Va.

Dear Mr, RE3ER,
’
PrROF. SUTLER PECENTLY TOLD ME OF YOUR INTEREST IN SPIRAL
GROWTH IN PLANTS, AND OF YOUR INTERESTING EXPERIMENTS ON THE
SUBJECT.

THERE HAVE BEEN MANY PAPERS —-MOSTLY -OF A RATHER CASUAL
NATURE-ON SPIRALING., A NUMSER OF PEOPLE HAVE ALREADY CHECKED
WHETHER SPIRALING 1S DIFFERENT IN N. AND 5. HEMISPHERES (AND,

AS YOU FOUND, | HEAR, 1T IS NOT). TO GIVE YOU A LEAD INTO THE
LITERATURE, YOU MIGHT LOOK UP A PAPER 2y PRIESTLEY 1945, American
JOURNAL OF 3BoTany 32: 277- 284, oN SPIRAL GRAIN IN TIMBER.

THIS TOPIC HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST OFTEN INVESTIGATED OF THE
"sPIRALITY" IN ORGANISMS TOPICS.

VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE DONE ANY THOROUGH EXPERIMENTAL WORK
ON SPIRAL ASPECTS OF GROWTH, TO MY KNOWLEWBGE. ONE OF THE FEW
RECENT STUDIES OF THE PHYSIOLOGY OF SPIRALING 1S BY DR. SEYMOUR
SHAPIRO OF THE DBIiOLOGY DIVISION AT Z2ROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LASBS,
LONG ISLAND, N.Y. HE HAS FOUND A SP1RAL POLARITY IN SOME FACTOR
—=AS BYET UN—-IDENTIFI1ED ~~WHICH CONTROLS BUD FORMATION ON CUTTINGS.

| DO NOT KNOW OF ANY GOOD REVIEW OF WORK ON SPIRALING.
MY IMPRESSION 1S THAT THIS |15 DUE TO THE LACK OF ADEQUATE

RESEARCH, RATHER THAN TO LACK OF INTEREST. lF YOUR PLAN TO
CONTINUE YOUR EXPERIMENTS, YOU MAY EASILY FIND YOURSELF THE
WORLD AUTHORITY ON SPIRALING! —-THERE IS THAT LITTLE BEING DONE

IN THI1S INTERESTING FIELD.

PLEASE SEND ME ANY PUBLICATIONS WHICH COME OUT OF YOUR
RESEARCHES, AND LET ME KNOW iF | CAN HELP YOU IN ANY WAY.

GooD LUCK,
YOURS RELY,
WILLIAM P JACOBS

Assoc. PRo . OF BioLoGy



