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I note t.bat it baa been .~ time since :1OU called 1'8~ 
the pos8ibU1V of u81ng the a1r supported principle of support tor the large 
reflectoR wh1ch you are now planning to build. I haft giwn tb18 probl8l 
qui. fA bit <4 thought and bfma concl.uded that u, ..1JOUld not be p1'8Ctical to 
hold tole.... of plus or m.iDU l/b. on fA re1"1ector of t.hi. ed..., ua1Dl our 
PreHnt teOh'nitlue8. '!'he combination of ~rge s1M, Clo88 tolennoes, and the 
requiNd JIlO'ftmeDt ot the UD1t to a full 90 _pee e18'fau'OI1 angle, would __ 
it d1fftoult to bold these elo.. tolerances. 

HOW'ftJI", I believe it would be possible to provide the desired 
.. c tole.... it the design were mdif'iad 80 as to use intemed1ate support ringa. 

'1'b1e 1fOU1d mean that, in addition to the outer r1ng, an intel'mEldiate structure 
would be required to stabU1ze the paabolic sul"face. HOIN'Nr, tbe st1'UOtunl. 
we1.gl'lt ot INOb • unit ..ould be muoh leas than for a conventional ren.ctor aDd 
ebould result. in lower coat and reduoed power requirement.a. Oar uperienoe to 
date w1'W1 t.h1a t.)'pe of unit bas been -1'7 good aDd ... be1.ine tlat a close 
tole... unit could be buUt emplo71nI the air supported principle. 

H Y1)u .~.... intereetecl in eonsid8J':ing the use of a fabric 
refleotor., _ would he plu.eed to 1Vrl.ew your requirements in more detail. 
You IIIIt\Y be inte...ted to know that BIRDAIR is now woltdng with Dr. .. of 
Jwen IDilh"oa the dnelop&eat of a ten iacilitr ~or a radio tA1ascope. 

Very tJ.'U1¥ 70111"8, 

BIiIDAlR structure., Inc. 
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