
Huge ~Ict al Ea rs
 
C atch Radi o Signals
 

Comin g from the Sun
 

Bu rea u of Sta ndards uses 
th ese 25- foo t r a d i o t c l c ­
scopes to stu dy ultra- short ­
wave r adi o " noise" from 
oute r space . The re flec tors 
au toma tica lly f o l l ow the 
sun across th e sky . Incom­
i n~ signa ls a re pi cked up by 
curved wire mesh . Iocu-cd 
on to a cen t ra l an tenna, and 
carried to a recording de­
d ec. 

R adio " broadcasts " from 
the sun a rc more pow erfu l 
when sunspo ts a re numer­
ou s. The Bureau forecast s 
disturban ces of ra d io trans­
mis sion resulting from sun­
spots, flare -u ps o f gas, and 
other activit ies on the su n. 
Su ch pr edi ction s perm it 
r a d i o t ransmi t ters t o be 
sw itc hed to ot her frequ en­
cies to k c c p com m unica­
tions open. 

These units , w c i g h i n g 
ab out 12 tons apiece, ar c 
set up nca r Ste rling, Vir­
ginia. 
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