July 9, 1956

Dear Grete: -

Your latest letter ef Jume 28th is befere me and may I peimt eut that yeu are
wrong whem you say that “a cemsiderable part ef this matter was seme rather hectic
last minute decisiens™. I tried to eutlime fer you briefly the chain eof evemts which
led up te the Illimeis Bell's cemimg up te my figure; there was me last mimute decigien
on my part, fer ewce they fimally made the effer which I had been wait ing for, I
concluded the deal with t;lom. I have me doudt that had I met been preparimg to leave
tewn, they weuld have cextinued te try te get the preperty fer less, but emce they
know that I was leaving they decided te cemclude the matter them amé there. At that
time, I felt morally amd legally capable of clesimg the deal verbally fer yeu had net
yot had your chamge of heart abeut revekimg the pewer ef atterme y,

I cam well umderstand your rather suddem chamge ef heart aml fesling of sentiment
abeut the heuse at 212, Grete., But, please ®e realistic abeut it amd admit that this
is the very first time yeu have ever evimced any imterest te me in wishim te returm
te Wheaton te make your homs, Jeam amd I did a let of seul-searchimg wefere we
decided te leok elsewhore, amd as I teld yeu last wimter whem yeu wers heme we had
decided that eur future would very prebably e somewhere osther tlan im the Chicage
area. At that tims yeu said met eme werd abeut comtemplating a returm te Wesaten,

Amd T cammot accept yeur explamatiem that yeu did met have sm eppertunity te discuss
the matter with me due tethe competitiem ef televisiem! That is a pretty childish
statemewt cemimg from a grown mam! Yeu were with us fer severalweeks ami you foumd
Plenty ef eppertumity te tell me about yeur activities im Augtralia amd Hawaii - amd
your centemplated Jjeinimg up with the Camadian eutfit er seme phase ef the gevermmenxt's
pregram. Yeu did met memtien any desire te keep the heuse fer yeour ewm use, A4ll it
would have taken was a werd frem yeou amd we ceuld easily have discussed anythimg you
had ex your mimd. Ag it was, yeu shewed very little iwclimatien te discuss er listem
te my plams - ovem the' they had noet jelled at that time, fer I well recall the eme
ovenimg when I tried te tell you what I hed in mimd end yeu suddenly decided you were
going te bedl As I recell, Jeam amd I did met have a very active secial seasem this
past Christmas - we spewt every evemiwg at heme (yeu may recall that she had the

teuch of pleurisy while yeu were there) amd surely, had yeu any wish te talk te me

you ceuld easily have deme se.
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The very first cemcrete mawt ion of your wanting te returm to the heuse inm Wheaten
came im yeur letter ef Jume 13th -- fellowimg which I wrete yeu aml gawe yeu the
oestimated cests as I hed gathered them amd teld yeu that I was im cemplete

sccord with yeur wish te meve the heuse, if that was what yeu want te de.

Seme mexths age I wrete you and teld yeu that I weuld cemsider takiwg the
gemble amd movimg the heuse myself - OR I weuld alse be glad te have yeu as a
partaer inm the houso-no;ig eperatien, te share the expemse amd the prefits.

Tour letter of Jume 28th seems te be rather smused at the price I have esgtablished
for my share eof the heuse., If yeu will re-read my letter ef Jume 19th yeu will
bo able te see hew I arrived at that figure. I have effered yeu am eppertumity
te share im the prefit te be made by meving the heuse; I de net feel it is am
umreasemable request em my part te expect the same effer frem yeu. Gramted thet
a prefit cax be reslized frem such an umiertaking, then I shall be glad te sell
you my ghare ef the heuse fer the figure I queted - $3500, .

You state that yeu faver gettimg em with this matter and I heartily cemcur.
The delay has met been ceus ed by amy imiecisien em my part, may I peimt eut. It
is yeur chamge of heart which has caused the delay -~ and the delay hag already

preved te be expenmsive.
Your letter eof the 14th imquires abeut certaim items ef furmiture whiech yeu

New say yeu have am imt erest im amd want put imte sterage fer yeu. Why did yeu
wait ti1l this late date te brimg up that subject? At Christmas time I asked yeu
te make sems arrangemexmts abeut sterimg amythimg yeu wanted -- yeu wemt te see
Hahn awd teld me te semi yeur thinmgs there whem we left., This I did; snd I wrete
you en March 18th ami eutlimsd just what had Deex sent te sterage - teld yeu

we were semiimg a few ether thimgs te sterage befere we meved ami told yeu what
these items were. I them wrete im that ssms letter: "SHOULD THERE BE ANY OTHER
ITEMS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST WHICH YOU THINK OF THAT WE HAVE POS SIBLY OV ERLOOKED,
PLEASE LET ME KNOW," The emly thimg yeu let me kmew abeut was the equipmest im
the garage, which I had Hahm pick up immediately. Yeu mever ewe monti emed anmy
fwrniture, Grete, se maturslly I did met feel Justified im semiing a let of
heavy furmiture inte sterage te be paid fer by yeu, Neither did I dispese eof

any of it; it is all right here im Leuisville; everythlinmg yeu mentlien in yeur



Jume 14tk letter. Had yeu had the ceowtesy te let me kmew Wack im March -~ er
April - er May that you wamt ed amy of the furmiture put imte sterage fer yeu, it
would have been a simple thimg fer me te have had Hahm pick it up, New it is
net quite se simple; mamely, there will be additiemal expemse imvelved im getting
the furmiture back te Wheaten ami inte Hahn's gterage reems.

My having the furnilturo breught dewn te Leuisville did met in any way mean
that I was clainimg it er that I was stealimg it frem yeu, as yeur letter implies.
And, I might peinxt eut, as yeur subsequesmt letter to Bert se elearly implied.

If you want amy ef the furmiture, it is yeurs fer the cest of shippimg it wack

te Wheatem; had yeu speken up seemsr, there weuld have beem comgiderably less
expense for you imvelved, Ami alse fer me, since mime was the expsmse of dragging
the stuff te Leuiswville.

It seems te me, Greote, that all the preblems whioch new exiszt with respect te
selling the prepsrty, movrimg the heuse, and dispesing ef the furmiture, exist
due te yeur haviwg chamged yeur mimi again. I have beceme semewhat used te the
fact that you have a preclivity fer dhamging yeur mimd., That is certaialy yeur
privelege; hewsver, when changing yeur mind se ebvieusly affects ether peeple
them I do met feel that yeu have amy cause te got se riled up ami te immediately
assume that semeems has dems yeu wrexg. Yeu are met the enly ems t» be cemgidered
im this matter; there is the telephems cempamy amd all their peeple whe are busy
trying te cemplete their mew buildimg; there is Bert amd the phems cempmy
agent whe spent se mamy mamy heurs gettimg this deal set up; asd last, but far
frem least, there is myself amd my family.

Has it eccurred te yeu, Grete, that whem I left Vineaten I left thimkimg that
I had made a fime deal with IBT == fime fer yeu as well as fer me, Furthermere,
I had agresd te purchase a mw heme in Leuisville for my fmily, thinkimg that
within a matter ef weeks I weuld have a certaim ameumt of cash prec oeds from
the sale ef the Wheatem preperty. I had scarcely arrived im Leuisville when I
was tergsely imfermed by yeu that yeu had decided te cancel the Pewer of Attermey.
You may met realize it, wut this put me im a severe spet; I had megetiated a
deal in geed faith emd mew yeu were puttinmg me bohimd the eight ball awl making

it impessible fer me te make geed em the deal. There them came weeks of delay



with yeu theusamis ef miles away and me up here wemierimg just what yeu had im
mizsd. Fimally yeu wrete that yeu weuld sigm ths cemtract amd that you theught
the price famtastically high, Mere telegrams to Bert - mere time imfermimg the
phome cempany that the deal is still em. Thex came yeur ourt letter sayimg you
had changed your miml again, And yeur suspicieus mete about what had happemed
te the furmiture, AND, y’our highly umvarranted letter to Bert tellime him that
I had left witheut makimg a preper accoustisg te yeul

When I received yeur letter ef Jume 14th, I was highly disturbed. Not enly
because yeu were threwimg a mexkey-wremch imte the fime deal I'd set up with
IBT, but alse Decause yeu wers implyimg that I was met en the level im actimg
ox your behalf, Axd that I had semshew rebbed yeu ef a few pieces of furmiturel
I got en the pheme te tell Bert that yeu had changed yeur mimd, ami then
discevered that you had alse writtem te him =~ casting extreme deudt om my
integrity! I had every imtextioen of writimg you immediately - smd it would mot
have Been a very cerdial letter, But Bert syggested that he weuld write you
amd that I sheuld mot do se umtil he er I had heard frem you agaim, He then
sent you a letter (cepy te me) amd the cextract.

Beth Bert ami I had hopsd that you weuld realize that you were stamdimg in
the way ef mekimg thiz deal ami would sigm the cemtract. Yeur letter of Jume 28th
now tells me that yeu will "keep them safely umtil we get some of these sther
matters ergemized". Framkly, Grete, I cammot see amy cerrelatien between
signing the cemtract te sell the preperty sml the matter of the furmiture.

I've teld yeu that the furmiture cam be returmed to Wheatom if you wamt it that
way; and T have alse teld yeu em the 19th that the heuse is yeurs te meve
wherever yeu wast it, if you wish te Buy my share. Bert has teld yeu that

this deal with IBT is the best deal we could hope for - withim the mext 20 years]
Yot you still meintain that yeu wamt te held it up umtil yeur retura at some
indefinite time im the fall er wimter!

Then, after impugmimg my imtegrity to me amd to Bert, yeu mew write me te
got a let of depe about lets im Wheatem fer yeul I'm serry, wut I have me

wish te act as yeur agent im amy matter whatseever in the future, Grete, I've



had eneugh! I em me lemger in Wheatem, you kuwew, amd I'm sure that if yeu
write to Bert er semsem olse in Wheaton you will be able to find somseme te
act as yeur agext - fer a fee, pessibly ~ in gettimg the depe yeu wamt,
While I'm en that subject, I wish you weuld alse imme diately semd the Wheateonm
pest effice amd the Harris a mew ferwardimg address, Yeur mail has beem
ceming here, since Jean filled im the card you requested her to £911 im ami

sont it te the Harris befere we moved dewn here. But ia view of the ocurremt
sltuatien, I fiml that I de met wish te be held respemsivle fer even ems
letter of yours. Last Christmas I had my ears pimmed back by you because yeu
theught I'd lest seme piece of mail; T den't wish te subject myself te any
mere of your suspicieus oriticismm. Se, please, let ms kmow immediately where
you wish me to semd all the mail which hms accumulated; amd alse inferm the
pestal autherities where yeu wamt thimgs te go inm the future. I de met want
them te coms here,

I am at a less te umderstamd yeur attituie, Grete., If it is eccasliemed
Wy a sudden semtimemtal attachmemt for Wyeatem, this I could umderstamd; Wnut
you must admit that it is net my fault that yeu me lemger make yewr heme thers.
I ropeat; if yeu wamt to ocemtinus te live im the heuse im Wheatem, that's fime
with me. Only yeu have te make up yeur ewn miwmd; I can't make it up fer yeu.
I've made my cholice and I've made my meve; and I mizht tell you that yeur
umpleasantmess hagcaused m am my family a geed ¥it of merveus temsiem during
the past twe moxths. I would hate te believe that yeur actiems amd yeur
suspiciens are aimed at trylmg te make eur lives miserable; they have certelnly
had that effect, me matter what the imtewtien,
I hepe that yeu will reaprraise yeur ewn emotiems ami yeur ewn wishes

on thig whele mtter amd give me a mature epimiem as te what yeu want te de,

I feel that yeur acousatiems amd yeur imdecisiem are very childish, ami hardly
worthy of your juigmemt. I have tried te de what would e gecd fer you as well
as for me., Havimg yeur pewer of attermey was, to me, am ebligatien te try te
make as geed a deal as pessidle., I feel sure that I did that. T asiwd yeu

what you wanted semt to storage; amli I semt every item you mewtiemed, Surely
you cammet held me respemsible fer the faet that three memths later yeu



suddenly decide you want sems other thimgs semt imto sterage tee! Have a
little cemsideratien fer the other fellew, Grete; I tried te de what you
wanted, I cammet read yeur mimd, the' I cam read yswr letters ami what I read
there dess net please m eme dit., I stremgly resemt yeur suspiciems amd

the fact that yeu evem went se far as to write te Bert ami questiem my

it egrity em this whele matter] Surely I am justified im expeotimg an
apelegy frem yeu - with a cepy te Bertl

This whele matter has dragzed en for memths mow - leaving me in a spet
where my imtegrity with the IBT cempemy has been put inm cemsiderable doubt;
where my plams fer myself ami ny family are left high up im the air just waiting
fer you te decide what you want te de amd when, In the meantime, IBT may well
give up the ghest amd decide they dn't want to wait any lemger. Have yeu
theught of that? Aml where dees tlat leave me? Yeu teld Bert you had me use
for the memey amd did met iwteml to turam handsprings te get it. Ne ems is
askizg yeu te tura hamdsprings; we are merely expectimg yeu te ge threugh with
the deal which was made in geed faith,

Bert did mnet mextien it inm his letter te yeu, Grete, ami it may ceoms te
you as ssmething of'u gheok, But I wish te tell yeu mew that when I speke te
him en the phems he teld me that this deal with tlw pheme cempany was tee geed
8 deal te miss., That waitimg umtil fell er wimter weuld very likely queer the
deal; they have been extremsly patiemt with you up te mew, but that cam’'t last
ferever. Ne oeme else will pay amywhere mear what they willpay. And om tep ef
their price, the heuse is still available te be meved either fer yeur use er
reseld fer a prefit, Therefere, it was Bert's advice te ma that if you cexbimue
te held up the deal, that I preceed te get a Ceurt Order te have the preperty
partitiomsdeec...501d, so that the preceeds cam be divided. I teld Bert that
I did nmet want te de that at this time, fer it seems te me tee bad te have te
drag this thimg threugh a eeurt. But I am new cexvimced that yeur metives
are met friemdly teward me, Grete; that yeu are oempletely overleekimg my
jaterest im this matter. Awd therefere, if yeu persist im delayinmg the
gigning of the cemtract I imtemd te tell Bert te ge ahead with the Ceurt Order,
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I am gure timt this may ceme as semewhat of a sheck te you, Grete, wut
I feol that it must be dems. I de met feel that I cam sit areumd amd wait
for yeu te vacillate smy further. I have me intention of stamding in yeur
way exe ®it with respect te yeur mevimg the heuse, as I've teld you, Ag fer
the furmiture, yeu are welceme to smy ef it that you want te pay te semi back
te Wheaten.

As T said befere, I had earmestly heped that you weuld realize that yeu
are uot aleme in this matter -- that there are ethers to We comsidered asd that
We camnet all git aroumd amd wait umtll yeu returm frem Australis befere geing
about eur lives. But apparemtly you de met choese teo thimk abeut anyems but
yeourself, Even in thinking of yeurself, yeu are cuttisg yeur ewn threat »y
delaying further; we have bem advised that ems of the desgirable lets en Jawel
Read has bem seld simece we did net ge through with eur intewtien of

purchasing it several weeks or a mexth age., I would stromgly recemmsmd that
you make up yeur mimi what you wamt to de abeut the heuse, fer emse the
preperty is seld the heuse must be renoved. Awd I am sure, as I sajd, that
you can fimd semeens in Wheaten te handle it fer yeu. I am met available te
de se,

I feel that yeu have had ample time te comsider all this amd if you de
net decide te go ahkead with the deal aml sign the comtract amd retura it te
Bert within the mexttwe weeks , I shall ask Bert to get a Court Order to
partitien the preperty. Twe weeks frem teday will be July 23rd; I de net
believe that I cam wait any lemger tham that date,

Believe me, Grote, this is im me way imtemied to be a threat of amy kimi;
it is simply a way of partitiemimg the preperty se that it will me lemger We
a joimt vemtuwre, TUmler the circumstamces, amd in view of your attitude amd
your lack of faith im me, I feel that amy further jeimt vemture is te e
disceureged. Plense advise me about where yeu want your mail sext; amd alge
let me kmow what you wawt to do about the furmitue, Amd, I repeat, I hewsstly

believe that I have acted im your best imterests - amd that you owe ms an

spelegy. % é/L_



