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17th December 1959 
ANTARCTIC 
187 Collins Street 
lIelbOU1'1le, Victoria 
Australia 

Dear Hapt 

As you can guess, there have been numerous 
delays. However, it n~ seem. that I will really be 
leaving this afternoon on the good ship Tha1a Dan. 

The ship i8 about two years old and ot rather plush
design. Apparently, it was built especially tor this 
kindOfserv1ce. The accomodations are similar to what 
~ould be tourist class on a trans&pacitic passenger ,hip.
The Tha1a Dan 18 about 2000 tons and or icebreaker 
construction. The Engines are diesel type, 'lh" cab1nJi 
and power p~ant are at stern ot ship! leaving the center 
open tor loading vehicles and a1rcrart. this is very
much better than the ancient Navy tug which I once was 
on. It sailed in the Bearing sea out to the very end 
01' the Aleutian chain. Once was enough ot that. 

The situation at Green Gorge and Sawyer Creek is 
pretty uncertain. I have had an opportunity to question
several people independentlY, It is remarkable what 
poor observer. and what poor memory people have. By 
putting the various stories together I come up with the 
tact that there is a valley and that there are some rocks. 
Beyond this there is no worthwhile information. Also, 
it seems that ther~ are protracted periods or tog which 
mayor maynot be bad in this valley which Is on the lee 
side ot the island. 

If the tog is bad during my stay 01' a week or so, 
I w1l1 not be able to accomplish much. It i8 my intention 
to layout markers tor anchors and down leads ot all the 
wires as w.11 .s a place tor equipment shelter and line 
ot acee... Already a lot ot time and money and eftort 
have been expended and it would be pretty tuti1e to come 
back empty handed because ot bad luck on the tog. 

Provided, what I can see looks auspicious, I will 
then find out about staying tor the rest ot the summer. 
It seeMS that there i8 another ship called the Maga Dan 
which w111 come up from Maw.on and stops at Maequar1e
along in March. This shOUld give me plenty ot time to 
carry out the survey properly. 

If you can tind a good reason to come to Hawail, 
I'll be happy to see you and, your tami1Y there along in 
April. 

Merry Cbrlstma~
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