
Karch 20, 1954 
Geaeral ae11very
W&1luku,. '~1 
Terr. ot 8&...11 

Dr. J. Laurence Iulp

Lamont Geolosloal Observato~
 
Columbia Ua1verslty
 
Palisades. lew York
 

Dear Dr. Kulp: 

Some time aio two frieads aad I dUi 
SOIll. carboR out frOID Wider a lava flow at Ulupalakua. 
ReoOtlstruot1q the ploture. i tsee_ that a JCoa 
tree aearly eliht teet ia diameter was grow1D.g ia 
the oraqe olay of the rai10a. ,About a huadred 
yarde away the eearth opeRed and lava spouted. out 
which ca.me do.. as oiader. This part of the 
emptloR lasted oaly a few miaute. becauee the 
ciader is only aa iaoh or two deep. TheR the lava 
poured out 8.Jld engulfed the tree to a depth of 
about s1x feet. It cooled quickly &ad formed a 
tree lIlOuld. An laterestlai Bawaiiu lei"nd ls 
a180 associated with thls flow. so it must have 
occurred la. the past several ceatune•• 

If the aae of the carboa Cb. be determiaecl. 
the date of the now oaa be seoured aDd 80me idea 
may be obta1.ed of the leag'tll of t1rle this i8laad 
has 'beea illhabitated. We have the carboa wrapped 
ill newspaper iaside of alrtiiht caas. Please 
a.dvise what the cOM•• 1s aad how loa" will be 
requ1red to proces8 oae sample. Bow larie a plece 
do you lleed aad about what accuracy in datiai caa 
you aohieve? 

.• Very truly yours. 

Grote Reber 


