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New Age Unfolds
 

T HI S IS THE AGE OF ASTROi'\A UTICS. This is t he be­
ginning of th e unfold ing of the era of sp ace flight. This is 

to be t he most rev ealing a nd th e most fa scinating ag e since man 
firs t inhabited the ea rth. 

Shortly the first satell it e vehicles will be hurtled aloft 
by powerful rockets to bring back the kn own f rom the unknown. 
Out of the coming con quest of space will come sci entific data 
th at will benefit th e whole world. Th ere will be ad vances in the 
fields of meteorology, flight safety, medicine, physics and many 
others. The possibilities are without limit. 

The visionaries who long ago dreamed of the conquest of 
space have been s ucceeded by scient ists and indu strialist s who 
have transformed a fan tasy into a vast and important industry 
combin ing th e needs of defense with a search for peaceful use s 
of space vehi cles. 

Rocketry ha s come a long way s ince th e time less than 
t wenty years ag o when Adolf Hitler and his close as sociate 
Heinrich Himmler were skeptical of the efforts bei ng exer ted 
by German sc ientists to build huge and costly rockets f or 
upper air res earch. But the impact of the firs t V-I s and V-2s 
whi ch fell on London was not lost on the scienti s ts of the 
world. Today the rocket-or a rock et weapon-is being openly 
di scussed as perhaps th e ultimate weapon for th e pr evention 
of war. Perhaps it will be th e last weapon of war. 

Th e age of as t ro na utics, as ha s been t ru e with so many 
scientific adv ances, leans heavily upon the military in these early 
stages. But a great am ount of research a nd development mu st 
come from scientific insti tutions and industry. A prime example 
of the frontal approach now being made is th e Vanguard 
Satellite Program utilizing an am azing comb ination of talent 
from both military and scient ific organizations. 

A mea sure of the rapid expansion in the en tire missiles 
field is the increase in expenditures by the Department of 
Defense alon e from $21 milli on in fiscal 1951 to $1.3 billion in 
th e current fiscal yea r . But this is only a part of the over -all 
tot al. 

It is our purpose to serve this new and growing field of 
missiles , rock et s, satellites and astronautics to the best of our 
ability and within the limitations of national security. Rigid 
th ough cer tai n sec ur ity restricti ons may be, there is a vast 
am ount of unclassified material av ailabl e. 

The official journal of the American Rocket Society, Jet 
P ropul s ion, is performing an excellent technical service. It is 
our purpose to supplement its valuable work with a news and 
feature periodical geared to the growing industrial, govern­
ment and sci entific requirements of what is today a complete 
new ind us t ry. 

To ensure political quality, we have support without 
peer. MI'. Robert H . Wood, for eighteen yea rs a top aviation 
editor, will supervise this magazine as ed itorial direct or f or the 
company . 11r. Erik Bergau st, a recognized authority in the 
field of astronautics, is managing editor. In the backgro und 
is a n editorial board of world renowned scie nt is ts. We shall spa re 
no effor t to make :\1ISSILES & ROCKETS a magazine t hat fulfill s 
the interests a nd needs of all who believe that they a re, indeed, 
embarking on an oth er great ad ventu re in t he hi story of man kind. 

WAYNE W. PARRISH 

President and P ublish er 
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