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The 300 foot Transit Telescope
Tilted South -- May 4, 1962 

The angle of tilt is about 50° from Work has started on fitting the
the zenith. For the full 60

0
 of mesh surface to the telescope, and,

tilt some excavation will be needed. as the picture shows, the control
building is almost complete.
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300-Foot Telescope Control Console 

The above picture is of the 300-
foot telescope control console
which has been under construction
and fabrication in the lab for a
couple of weeks. The comment of
passersby has ranged from a compli-
mentary, "What a beauty!" to a
preplexed, "My gosh, what is that?"

In order to understand the purpose
of such an elaborate console, one
must be aware of two factors which
are outstanding in the use of the
300-foot telescope for the taking
of data. One of these factors is
that the 300-foot is a transit type
instrument, 'Which means that it only
moves north and south, consequently
is limited to only one observation
of each source per day. (This is in
contrast to the 85-foot, for example,
which can observe the same source
for about 12 hours per day, and de-

pending on the type of observing
routine can make 70 Observations
of that source.

The other factor is brought about
by the size and consequently the
resolution of the 300-foot. This
telescope will have a beamwidth of
9 minutes of arc, or if our math is
correct, about 36 seconds of time
at the equator. This means that
one observation will be limited to
less than 3 minutes of actual ob-
serving time per source.

The above two mentioned factors then
result in the very important con-
sideration that there will be only
one 3 minute period per day in which
a source can be observed. This 3
minute period has to be at precisely
the correct time, and if a mistake
is made, the observation of the
(continued)
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(continuation)

source to be Observed is 3. st for
the day.

The console is being arranged in
such a way that all operational
switches or dials are placed at the
hand of the man operating the

age 

WF-4
,eeds help . He has been

asked to try to locate the grave
of James Tallman, a Revolutionary
Soldier, who lived and was buried
in this vicinity.

It seems the D.A.R, would like
to find this grave, as well as
that of Tal man's wife, Nancy,

'7 C.*

telescope and the data taking equip- so that it can be properly marked
ment. One cannot afford to waste
time jumping about the observing
zoom changing dials every three
minutes, or would an operator be
efficient by doing so. (Perhaps
he would quit before the end of
the first day's work.) Since
every error means a 24 hour delay
for any source being Observed,
equipment must be arranged in a
manner conducive to few errors.

We think the arrangement of the
console is ideal -- don't you

There has been an interest shown
in organizing a combo so now
we must locate the talent. Rumor
is that on our staff and among our
employees we have a drummer, an
accordionist, a pianist, an electric
guitarist, and a saxophonist.
If you have any musical talent
great, mediocre) get in touch
with Carolyn StClair, Omar Bowyer,
or T. O. Zatta, and they will get
things organized and a jam session
set.

OMNI ONO mie•

Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Ross attended
the high school graduation of his
brother in Salem, Ohio, on May 29.

and preserved.
If the grave can be found, they
would like to have the reading
from the headstone.

If you can give Walley any en-
lightenment on where he might
find the graves, please do so.

Observat
or_y_22..qp House -May...26

The Observatory Open House was
well attended. Approximately 140
people signed the visitors regis-
ter. No inventory of the cooky
jar in the cafeteria was taken,
so an accurate total number of
people attending was not estab-
lished.
Practically everyone attended the
enlightening lecture given by Dr.
Drake and many stayed for the
movies that followed the lecture.
Many people indicated that the
tour was very interesting.Scuttle-
butt in the halls and even coffee,
punch and cookies revealed that
those installations normally
"off-limits" got the biggest play.

OM" OWN 11111110 fits

A daughter, Anita Sue, was born
to Mr. and Mrs. James Oliver on
May 12. Congratulations.
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Visitors this Month

Groups that toured the Observatory
this month included a group of
eighth grade students from
Hillsboro, May 2, members and
families of the Pittsburgh Section
of the AIEE, May 5, members and
families of W.Va. Lions, May 6,
senior students from Hillsboro
High School, May 7, science stu-
dents from Roanoke High School,
May 16, and Observatory employees
and families during Open House on
May 26.

The number of visitors for May,
including daily, weekend, and
group visitors was over 600.

cafeteria personnel, under the
supervision of Mrs. Cassell,
music teacher , and the high
school music class served the
food. A piano recital was given
by Mrs - Rexrode.

All Proceeds from this 
dinner

x.re'llt to the high school music
department. Since the Durbin
Lions Club was the host s Mike
Walso and Virgil Harris con-
tributed much effort in making
this zone social me eting a suc -
cessful affair. (FW)

MI. M. SIM Birthday Wishes to:

Lions Clubs Visit NRAO

At previous Lions Club zone meet-
ings held by Mr. William Dixon,
Zone Chairman in this area , much
interest was shown in holding an
annual zone meeting at Green Bank
and touring the Observatory. Ed
Wilson, 

Secretary of the 
Marlin

ton club, arranged this our with
Walley for May 6. Mike Waslo,
Vice President of the Durbin
acted as master of ceremonies.
There were about 130 in this group
(Lions, their wives and guests),
representing Clubs from Franklin,
Elkins, Durbin, Marlinton,
Lewisburg, White Sulphur Springs,
Ronceverte, Beckley and Rainelle.

After the tour the group assembled
at the Green Bank high school
cafeteria for dinner prepared by

Pat Hall June 2
Tom Carpenter 19
Jack Plunkett 22
Herman Coleman 27

IIMIP SOW Walt 4,110.11,

Dr. Marc Vinokur spent several
days last week at the National
Bureau of Standards in Boulder,
Colorado.

•INMO Ofte,

Mr. Burns Conley, of Lynchburg,
Virginia,has been employed as
electronic technician, and is
living in Arbovale.

.1.0

.
 IONS MVP

Carolyn StClair, JoAnn Rose and
Sis Michael were shopping in
Roanoke, Virginia on May 5, and
said they had an adventurous???
time.
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A board of prominent American
medical specialists were eagerly
poring over the chest X-ray of
a visiting Martian.
"Incredible" exclaimed one.
"They're run by machines: And
what machines! Look at that
delicate network of interlock-
ing gears!

"Wait a minute, men," he went
on, "what have we here? This
looks like writing on one of
the wheels. By jove, it
think I can make it out.

.M-A

A visiting Martian spotting a
cluster of TV antennae atop an
apartment house shouted up: "You
kids get down from there before
you fall and hurt yourselves:"
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SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

NRAORA

Brown Bombers
Green Hornets

Blue Devils -
Red Raiders -

Red Raiders -
Brown Bombers

Green Hornets
Blue Devils -

Brown Bombers
Blue Devils

Red Raiders -
Green Hornets

Green Hornets
Brown Bombers

Blue Devils -
Red Raiders

Red Raiders -
Brown Bombers

Green Hornets
Blue Devils -

- Home
- Visitor

Home
Visitor

Home
- Visitor

- Home
Visitor

- Home
Visitor

Home
- Visitor

- Home
- Visitor

Home
Visitor

Home
- Visitor

- Home
Visitor

May 29, 1962

May 31, 1962

June 5, 1962

June 7, 1962

June 12, 1962

June 14, 1962

June 19, 1962

June 21, 1962

June 26, 1962

June 28, 1962


