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By SCIErCE SERVICE 

STERLI G, Va. , Dec. -- The un is attacking the earth't'Tith 

hissing and popp ing noise s . The Bureau of S anda r ds i8 at .r t i g out 

to investigate t he se radio noi se s originat ing in the sun . T10 g i a nt 

radar mirrors are bing se t up for t h i s study her e at the radi o pro_a

g tion laboratory . These Bolar npi ee s are becoMing increasingly i m

port~~t ~Tith the uee 01 h i ghe an higher f r eouenc i e s in communicatio~ 

an d r adar equipme to 

These radio '''aves sen t out by the Bun may prove useful in 
I . many ways . Ar adi o 8ext a nt mi ght e bu ilt , f or 1n8tanc e , t hat ~o ld 

uae ol ar no i e to de t er mi ne the po s i t i on of a 8 • . P at sea . Ships 

could t hus navigat e by the Bun despite over c a s t skie • 

Freque nci es and intensities of olar l' nio rave s are t o be 

1nvesti a t ed end t he ac t ua l sources of these waves et ermi ned a s 

closely as possible 'lith two gi nt radar mirror s mea suring about 25 

feet in diameter. These mirror s , whi ch ,-ril l be au oma i ca l l y di rec te .

to ,ard the sun during the day , can capture a l ar ge mount of energy 

from the solar br oadca s t s . 

Radio waves constantly ~ouring out from the sun, i n er f re 

vi t h r ec p tion of broadca ts over very-h1 gh and ultra-high fr equen y 

receivers . They re heard as short upuffs r! a d "s-liehee " t ha t last 

a eecond or more . Sometime s t he ee II sHi eh 8 overlap, l' suLt L g in an 

i r ritating gr i ndi ng no ise which may CaUBe str e~(in on a t elevi s i on 

scr een nd p i c t ur e jUr'1piness. Intense bur s t s of s ol ar tran flmiss 1on , 

l a et n6 s eve r al hau 8, have bl anked out a r adar pointed at the sun . 
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N tiona1 ea of ..standard r ) 
Badio ropagation Laboratory / , L 
Storlillg, Va. I J~/J~
G-ent1emen: 

A sheet from one of our repor t s on science that has been 
issued to newspapers d magazines is enclosed because ot your 
connection with one of the items that it con ins . It is s nt you 
for your information d files. 

Science Service i ssues regular syndicate ervices which 
carry to over 400 subscr i bing newepaper s and other publications in 
this country and abr o , authentic accounts of curr t scientific 
progress in all fields. 

I thank you for your cooperat i on with Sci ence Service. 
If you will continue to keep us in t ouch with your om work and 
that of your associates, we shall value this aid to our work of 
science popularization. 

SiDc rely, 

lat on Davis , 
Director 
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