July 28th, 1853
Wailuku, Maul
Territory of Hawali
UO 8. Ab

,

Dr. H. R. Crane
Miemorial~Phoenix Projeot
Radio-carbon Laboratory
University of ‘ichigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Dear Dr.rcrune:

Regently, two friends and I dug
some carbon out from under a lava flow at
Ulupalaicua. Heconstructing the pioture, it
seems that a banyan Hree nearly eight feet in
diameter was growing in the orange clay of the
region. About a hundred yards away (he earth
opened and lava spouted out which cans down as
cinder. This part of the eruption lasted only
a few minutes ecause the g¢inder is only an
inch or two déep. Then the lava poured out and
engulfed the tree to a depth of about six fest.
It cooled guickly forming a tree mould. The
carbon we sscured is fgom roois under the cinder.
An injeresting Hawaiian legend is also assoolated
with this flow, 80 it must have ococurxed during
the past few centuries.

IT the age of the carbon can be determined
the date of the flow can be scoured and some idea
obtained of the length of time this island has
been inhabitated. We have the carbon wrappsed in
newspaper inside of airtight cans. Please advise
what the charge is and how long will be required
to process one sample. How large a piece do you
require?

Very truly yours,

Grote Reber



