Astronony Group
Department of Physics

15th January 1969

Dear Malcolm, :

I returned from & long trip to the West to find a sligatly
mtiquwfmm-uappuumbotthem&ymmm
I.ong&traidaotthol.c..butaoneofithemumymretarydidmt
quite fathom the nixture of Cyrrillic and Longair secript.

Greetings anyway from the frosen south (T much as you
resenber it, A 44° 13* N). I was delighted Yo discover that you actually
got 1o loscow in the end. How long have you been there 7 low long are
you there for 2 Your account of life in ioscow was most entertaining, and
its sounds a fascinating place 10 be.

1 an greatly enjoying life here at prezent, beconing somewhat
over-rieh, such is the life of the acadenmiec in this country. As over helf
the population is under 25 in Canade, it is something of a booming nation
educationally, and academic salaries are very high. Kingston is 2 plessant
town to live in, Queen®s is a coungenial university, and marriage is suiting
me well, so life is plesant in all such respects.

Work now takes me to both euds of radio specira and to both
ends @f Canada. I am still doing a Jot of work at Penticton, in particular
on lowefrequency background radiation, source spectrum statistics, hi-a
sources in rich clusters of galaxies, interstellar HII absorption (or HI
absorption as it now appears to be - my resulis agree very fully with the
Pikel'ner - Pottasch - Spitzer picture of the noi-quite-so-neutral hydrogen
distrivoution), and detailed analysis of individual sources. Mary and I-
are going out West for 3 to 4 months this summer ; I will be working at
DRAO on lowefrequency papers and Mary is going to throw pots and pick fruit.
#e have an enormous truck-station-wagon-jeep sort of vehicle in which we
propose o drive West and explore northern B.C. on occasions vhen we're not
working, and tent the rest of the time. Being in a country with an
appreciable outdoors/wilderness we feel we should live in it from time to
time. A%t least it counteracis the effecis of massive alfluence « cur
combined sulary is now around $20,000 peas and with the pillmto keep the
kiddies away we are almost indecently over-provided for. Hence the two
vehiincles, massive hi-fi, stocks and shares, and all that capitalistic crap.

llarriage is fun -« when are you geing to try it ?

: Future plans will depeud on radio astronomy rathers I am -
working on centimetre spectra at Algonquin Radio Observatory with the 150'
dish, and Jiua Gower, Chris Pu-ton and I are now part of a lowenoise
receiver group. If we can get the funds for a super-duper cooled paramp
woien will get us closer to confusion limit at 6.6 GHz I shall stay in the
Bast for a while yet. But long term we are planning a big array for 12-13
MHz in the West (aiming at 20-25' are resolution) and I will almost .
certainly move out there. This might be sooner or later depending on low
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