Thursday 11/5/53

Dear Grote:

Your letter of the 31st made good time arriving here on Monday, It ecertainly was
good to hear from you, and I have tried frequently to sit down and drop you a line.
However, we have been busy here too, and thus there are always postponements, Be-
eause there is much to relate, I may not finish this tonite, but I'm sure you won't
objeet to a seriel.....

Perh®p s you haven't got the word, but Marjorie Gilbert passed away very suddenly
ot the end of last Junes While on atrip out west with Hal and ¥illy she was
striecken with spinal menengitis and was hospitalized in Denver, She w206 s normal
reeovery end was apparently all right . However, mabout e month lsater had a
relapse snd died within four deys. Apparetnly, this was the aftermath of the
original illness from which she never eompletely recovereds Jean was in New
York with all the children at the time, so I represented the feamilys I told
:uzt Agnex I would write to you, but I didn't believe tt would be this much

ater,

About six weeks later in the middle of dugust Father Varley (Ed'd ded) died

whiech was unexpected because he had been fairly robust. Then about three weeks
ago At Cooley didd as the result of injuries sustained from sn accident while
horse back ridisige Ne was 64 years old, and want riding on Saturdaye The
folhowing “odnesday he dieds For the last year he hasn't livéd in Wheaton beeause
he remarried and moved out to his faem whish was west of t. Charles.

Now for a few remarks on the brighter side, Jeesm is out rehearsing for another
Drema €1lub show whieh will be put on the week@end after Thanksgivings This takes
a good bit of time, but it is always satisfying to see the performanee that they
turn in----and she enjoys it++!! We are all well and have been surprisingly so
all summer and fall, Until today they weather has been extremely mild which
undoubtedly has something to do with its, Last June Jean took all the children
on the train and went down to see her family for about three weeks, It was a
welcome ch ange, but what a safari..... four exeited children, one tense mother,
and my being late as usual by not allowing enough time, e just made it with
barely enough time for me to buss everyone soundly and get off the traih,

Under separete eover I'm sending along a few publicstions and one thing{ and
another whieh have accumulatede JXhere isn't much beeause most of your sources
now have your foreign address. You Naolel!!!

Some goof® oame out one day last summer who was a nut on radio astromigy, and
said he had been writing an articdd about your work in a Tribune competition,
It turns out he works for the Tribune and would win $100 if his article were
selected for printing. Ne wanted to see the #ite ofthe first "mmchine" whieh
we showed to him, Ne didn't seem overly bright--and didn't know you.

Not so long ago, I stopped by to see Paul I} ?avis snd I showed hiq(,the photos
you sent us sogie time age. was very much interested in your projeet and your
progress, and I gave hiq/ your address. Probably it would be a nice thing te
write to him one of these dayse It develops that he is merging his firm with
NHornblower and Weeks, and his brother Ralph W, Davis is pulling out and setting
up his own brokerage business, This will be at a new location in a building
where we have a Jerti-Blind installation, They contasted us for blinds and

in meking the sale, I went overt o Paul N, Davis md €o. since they hadn't taken
ocoupsncy at the new places Therffore, it was only natursl that I would deop
in to see hiq( because I wanted to open the door for further discussions at

a later date eoncerning his advisce on obtaining funds for expansion.

More Latereecccccece






