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zones of Germany. The white rectangle 

corresponds to the map below, shotoinp; 

the Harz Mountains area, where the 

Nazi missile secrets toere found. 
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months after Germanv surrender ed . th e Ame ricans withdrew fr om th ese 
p rovinces, and they b~came part of ' the So viet zone of ·occ upa tion . 

At that time. I was a lieutenant co lonel in th e Bcd Army. I wa s work
ing in Berlin for the "Special Committ ee" of the Soviet Govern ment. 
Formed in late 1941 and beaded by Georgi Mal enkov. the committee was 
charged with removing factori es. manufactured goods, raw materi als.Tiv e
stoc k, farm ma chinery , fertilizer . c rops, lab or at ori es. lilnaries, mu seums, 
sc ientific a rch ives. cng incers and scient ists fr om all of Eas te rn Europe. The 
So vie t L nion, aft er years of deva stating war, was in desper at e need of 
such items and experts. It also wanted to mak e sure that Ccrmany \\ ould 
never again be a military and industrial power. 

Wh en the Americans left Sa xony and Thuringia. the Berlin staff of 
the Special Committee ordered me to evac uate a ceme nt plant from the 
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By VLADIMIR SHABINSKY 

as told to 

ELLSWORTH RAYMOND 
Vladimir Shabinsk y 

A onetime electrical superintendent oj a Lenin grad shipyard , Vladimir 

Shabinslcv served three years as a Sov iet reparation s o/Tice r. In 1941, he fled 
across the iron cu rtain. He is now an A me rican citizen and an edito r

icriter jor Radio Liberat ion , ichicli broad casts to iro n-curtain countries . 

Ell sworth Ra ymond is an asso ciat e pro lessor o] gouernm ent and U.S .S R. 

area specialist at Neu York Un ioersity. He served 01/ th e .staff o] th e U. S . 
f lllbas.s )' in J1! O.sCOIV and is th e author oj num erou s articles on Ru ssia. 

A LOT OF P EOPLE were surpri sed wh en Russi a hurled its S putniks into 

space ahead of America. I wa s not. Tw elve ~ ears ag o, bef ore escaping f rom 

th e So vie t zon e of Germ a ny, I had wat ch ed Russia ge t a head start in th e 

race for long-r an ge missiles, I still ca n' t understand why America st ood 

by while Russia ga ine d rocket superiority. 

Driving deep into the Third Rei ch at the dose of W orld War II , th e 

U. S. Army capture d th e provinces of Sa xony a nd Thu rin gia. Several 
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months after Cermanv su rrendered . the Am ericans withdrew fr om these 

provinces, and they b~c allle part of the Sovie t zone of ·occupation. 
A t that time, I was a lieutenant c- ol o riel in th e Hed Arm y. I was work

in g in Berlin for th e "Spec ial Co m m ittee" o f the Sovi et Go vern ment. 

Formed in lat e 19H and headed b y Georgi ;\T al enkm", th e co mmi ttee wa s 

ch arged with removing fact ories, manufactu red goods, r aw m at eri al s; live

st ock farm machinery, fertilizer, crops, laborat ories, librari es, mu seums, 

scientifi c a rc h ives; engineer s and scientists fr om all of Eastern E u ro pe. The 

Soviet U n io n , after ~ 'e a rs of devastatin g war, was in de sp erat e need of 

such it em s a nd experts. It also wanted to make sure th at Germany would 

never aga in be a military a nd industri al po\\ er. 

Whe n th e Americ an s left Saxony and Thurin gia, th e Berli n sta ff of 

th e Speci al Co mm itt ee ordered me to evac ua te a cem ent pl ant fr om the 

city of Sor dha usen . Since th e com m itt ee had 70,000 greedy agen ts op

erating in East Germany, I m oved fast to cla im this plant for my branch, 

the Min istrv o f Buildin g Materi als. I entered No rdhause n on th e heels 

o f th e II ithdruwiug Am eri cans. ~I y reparati on s team cons is te d o f a maj or, 

a fir st lieutenant, Illy cha u ffe ur , :'\ ikola i, and m yself. \Ve spe nt th e fir st 

ni ght in .\ o rdh aw' en . The ne xt morning, li e drove four miles n orth to 

a ham lei ca lle d Dora, wh ere th e cement plant Was located. The pla nt was 

disapp o int in g, almost to o sma ll to be worth sh ipp ing to Russia. I\ ikolai 

and [ decid ed to dri. e aroun d Dora while th e maj or and th e lieut en ant in

ventoried th e machine ry. \Ve rounded a bend an d sud de n ly ca me u po n 100 

st eam shovels in the shadow of a m ountainside. Th is wa s a real find , si nce 

Hitler had se nt most Germ an excavators westward lat e in th e war to huild 

the " A tlan tic Wall." Russi a need ed steam sh ovels desperately. I kn ew Mos

cow would reward me for di scov ering these sca rce machines. 

Th e stea m shovels we re parke d near th e mouth of a large tunn el. into 

wh ich ran a railroad t rack a nd mot or road. \Ve drove in , and saw othe r 

tunnels leading off to th e si de. Suddenl y, our auto headlights revea led rail

way flat car s loaded with wh at appeared to be eno r mo us naval to rp ed oes. 

These si lver cigars were about 4.5 feet long a nd more than five feet in 

girth. Up on closer inspecti on , we realized th ey were not torped oes. By 
accident, we had blundered into the Nazi arsen al for V-2 ro cket s. 

In a s ide tunnel , ~ik ol ai found a partl y assem bled V-2. C ur io us, 
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Entrance to underground Y-2 factory was discovered 
by author accidentally. A U. S. Army photographer took 
this photo ten weeks before Shabinsky arrived. 

he poked int o its maze of electric wirin ~ . [ -houted : " DolI't tou ch it! packed in boxes labeled: ·'U. S.S.R. To the NKV Dof the Volga-Doli." ~l allY 

Maybe it 's mined. We could he blown to hell ! Let 's g.et out of th is trap !" workers a nd engilleers of the rocket plant were found ar ound Nordhausc lI 
' , 1 . 1 r . . 1-. '1' _ ~ : _ _ .__ 1'\.1"•• _ _ 1. _ 
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German weapon , and th e American s left it for us. Am ericans are not bad 

fell ow s, but so me ho w too trusting." I re called th e Sa l iet orde rs for loot

ing \Vest Berlin: " Do n't leuvc our all ies a bed to s lee p on !" 

Pi ckin~ up thc maj or and licutcnant at the ceme nt plant. we d ro ve to 

No rd h uusen at top speed to tcll th e Soviet comma nda nt our e xc iting new s, 

H e seeme d stunned by our rep ort. 

That eve n ing, Nord ha use n's m a~ or enterta ined all Ru ssian o fficers in 

th e c ity. He told us that th e Dora factory was th e sa le V-2 assembly plant 

in Nazi Cerrnauy. American a nd British bombers had flatten ed warti me 

N ordh ausen, tryin g to cur l, V-2 p roduction. They never lound th e ca lc 

factory Ir oin th e air. Rut when U. S. troops arrived, th ey di sc overed and 
explo red th e und er g round arsena l. 

Ne xt morning, the So viet co nuua nda nt a nd all 20 Spec ial Co m mittee 

o fficers in No rd ha use n tou red the cave. Local Ge rma ns se rved as g uides . 

The [net orv had two parallel mai n tunn els, eac h a mil e long, co nnec ted b~

62 smalle r s ide tunnels. III aIL th ere were 12 mil es o f wid e underground 

pa ssa ges. The ca ve wa s two to three sto r ies hi gh in places. In one main 

tunnel, th e Naz is ha d manufactured Vol ram-j et mi ssil es: in th e othe r, V-2 

rock et s. No bombs co uld harm this a rsenal: it was 1,000 feet und erg round. 

I co u nted more th an a thousand machine tools fo r rock et producti on. 

E verythin g wa s in co mple te orde r, as if th e plant had sh ut down for th e 

night. S toreho uses we re Iill ed with s pa re ro ck et parts, a llo y stee l, coppe r 

sheets and th e most intr ica te radi o-di recti on al eq u ip ment. Co ntra ry to m y 

fear, nothing ha d been mined by e ither Ame ricans o r Ge r ma ns . A Soviet 

co lo ne l lau gh ed a nd sa id: "The A mericans gale us thi s. But in five or ten 

years, th ey will Cf) . Imagine when our rock et s fly ac ross th e ocean !" 

\Vhilc we toured the underground Ia ctor y, Soviet poli ce tr oops a r 

rived. E vac ua tio n of "sec re t a rma me nt" was their resp onsi bilit y, a nd they 
were n on e too h app~ a bo ut ou r ins pect io n. Fortu nat el y, I was all ow ed to 

r emai n at Dora to rem o ve :-W o f the stea m shovels , so I saw th e V-2 pl ant 

dep art for Hussia. [ \(:ry piece of muchinerv , e l'ery sp a re part, every scra p 

o f r aw m uterial , e"ery r oc ke t (co mp lete or in complet e ) was carefully 

....... ..., "':' .. 1..
 
supe rvise d th e opera tio n, sa id th e Am ericans had left a lmos t a co mp lete 

se t of V-2 bluep r ints in th e cave , plus desi gn s for larger rock et s, in cluding 

th e int erc ontinental A-9/ A-IO. 

i\Iea nwh ile, in the city o f S uhl, th e A me r ica ns had s tr uck a trul y 

i ro n ic not e. Thou gh spa r ing th e Dora rock et pl ant, the with d nlll' ing tr oop s 

had hl own up th e Sa ue r hunting-rifl e fa ct ory. In wa r time, th e pl ant had 

m anu Iaetured nothing m o re deadl y th an ar my revol vers, 

A Majo r Dobron rav ov , on m y reparati on s team, ga ve m e a pa rt y-lin e 

expla na tio n: " A mer ica ns hlew up thi s little fa ct ory beca use its p roduct , a 

fam ou s hunt in g rifl e, is in sha rp co m pe tit io n on the world ma rk et with 

Br itish a nd Ame r ica n hunting a rms . V-2 's are not so ld o n th e world 

marke t, and th erefore are not co m pe ti tive goods . The mai n th ing in th e 

West is trade." 

Most o f th e top Ge r ma n rock et sc ie nt is ts Icft No rd lia use n with th e 

U. S. A rmy . Ye t by co mhing East Ge rma ny, th e Soviet pul ice found so me 

spa ce experts . Othe rs were sha ng ha ied fr o m Wes t Ce rmu ny h y bribe ry, 

bl ackmail , threat s o r outrigh t kidnapping. 1 sa w a :.'\azi rocke t ex pe rt leuv

ing Be rl in for Hu ss ia . He. h is wife, ch ildren, mother, dog, ca ts, f urn iture 

a nd helongings were carefully laud ed O Il a So viet plane, as if he were a Red 

V I P. At fir st , Ge rma n r ock et specia lists were se n t to a Leni ngrad s ub urb 

na med Ses t ro re tsk. Th ere, th e ch ief Ge rma n sc ie nt ist received a fr ee hou se, 

fr cc foo d, a pri vat e a uto mo b ile and th e ruble eq uiva len t o f ::52,500 per 

mon th . As ea rly a s 19 '1 6, man y V·2's were bein g fir ed in th e u .S.S.R. A nd 

th e Soviet wa r ministry was boast in g that Hu ss iun lon g-r an ge rocket s 

would be " t remendo us in a futu re war. " " R uss ia n" ro cke ts? I cou ld not 

hel p connect ing th e boast with th e plans for Hitler 's int er contincntal 

r ock ct th at th c Am ericans had left at Dora for Ru ssia 's use. 

Heturning to Berlin , I a tte nde d a Hu ssi an mil itary par ty. \Ve drank 

toast s to th e cap tu re of th e V·2 pl ant. A nd a lieuten a nt co lo ne l uum ed T ara

kan ov shou ted : " What roo ls th ese American s a rc !" 

For the story on how the United States let the missile 

secrets get away, turn the page. 
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How we
 

let the missile
 
secrets 
getaway
 

By PET E R V AN S LIN G E R LAN D LOOK Steff Writer 

A SERIES of fuz zy directives is to blame for America's cos tly blunder in let

tin g the Soviet union g et Germany's missile secrets. The Communists did 

not ge t all of the basic German research on mi ssiles. But what th ey got wa s 

en ou gh to co ntr ib ute perhaps 15 to 20 per cent to the launching of their 

Sputniks. 
\Vith hindsight sh a rpene d hy a d ozen ye a rs' developments, it is now 

clear how we bun gJed . Here, ca refu lly ga there d from th e best so urces, is 

the seq uence of ev ents that a llo wed the missile secret s to to me under 

Hu ssi an control, 

Early on the -morning of Aprilll, 194.5, tanks of Combat Command 

"E" of the 3rd Armored Divi sion rumbled through th e heartland of Ger

man )' toward the town of ;'\ord ha usen. Their goal wa s a meeting with th e 

Hed Arm) on the banks of the Elbe Riv er. Meanwhile, Col. John C. W el

born , headin g the northern elem ent of the Combat Command, got a 
report that al ert ed him to " exp ect something a little unusual in the Nord· 

hansen area. " What he and Co l. William B. Lovelady, co m m ande r of the 

southern element, found was indeed unusual. At a "p ot four mil es north 

of 1'\ord h au"en, LOI ela d y sa ys, they ca me across the entrance to a tunnel 

in th e side of a hill. Near by were "a Jot of V-2's stat ked up." Lovelady 

questi oned some civ iliuns, wh o told him that th e Germ ans were working 

on "fantasti c things in an underground factory ." The tw o officers notifi ed 

Col. William A. Castille, th eir intelli gence chief. H e passed the word 

through cha n ne ls to Ordnance Technical lutelligen ce teams working be

hind th e fr ont lines. 

A few miles away, men of Co m b at Command " E" discovered the 

remains of Nordhausen co ncent ra t ion camp. Col on el Castil)e recall s that 

" bo d ies were stacked up like cord wood." Som e of the iOO survivo rs ( the 

ca mp on ce held 22,000) reported that th e inmates had served as a slave

labor force building the V-2's. Their fact ory was the tunn el. The su bter 

ranean arsenal wa s not only th e so le plant in th e Reich assembling the 

weapons that had terrorized London, but a lso th e laborat ory wh er e new 

and more fearful missiles were hei ng dev eloped, The prisoners wh o had 

worked o n the new weapons had all be en " liq u id ated" to in sure th eir si 

lence before the arr iva l of the Am erican spe a rhead . 

Sgt. Frank Woolner, of th e public-information secti on of th e 3rd 

Armored , took a closer lo ok at th e inter'lor of the underground Ia ct orv. He 

describes what he saw as " am azing." He adds, "It was rather crude, not 

well appointed lik e other factori es. There was a regular labyrinth of tun

nels. Som e were assembly lines: others, machine sho ps, laboratories and 

drafting rooms. That proj ect wa s supersecret, and it looked as if it had 

just been abandoned." • 

In fa ct, it had just been abandoned-hy som e of Hitler' s top sci entists, 
The story of what they were doing in !\ordhausen begins in late January, 

1945. They had co me fr om Peeuemiinde, the rocket-testing sta t ion on the 

Baltic coa st, wh ere the V-2 was b oru . Throu ghout the war, th eirs had been 

an uncertain lot, Beginning as early as 19 30, thev had developed a ser ies 

of guided missiles under the auspi ces of th e Arm v Weapons Department, 

Privately, their aim was to build a n operative spa ceship. Qfficiall y, their 

object ive was th e constr uc tion of the "ultimate weapon," a successor to 

both the ca n no n and th e bomber. In 19 -13 , before any airplane had flown 

at supersonic sp eeds, they were hard at work on project A-9/A·I0, a com 

bination super so n ic rock et gl ider with an ultrasonic rock et hoosi er. Of 

this project, Dr. (t he n General) \Valter Dornberper. ch ief of Peenemiindc.. 

wrote in his book V-2, "With our hig rocket motors and st ep rocket s, we 

co uld build spaceships that would circle th e earth lik e moon s at a hei ght 

of 300 miles and at a spe ed of ] 3.000 miles an hour. Spac e sta tions 

co uld be put into perman ent orbits around the earth." This des ci'-iption. 

written five years ago , fit s the fir st of the Russian Sputniks alm ost ex ac tlv. 

While th e first stage was st ill on th e drawing hoards and th e second stage 

was undergoing tests, work on the A·9/A·10 was suspended. Hitler ordered 

th e scienti sts to co nc entr a te on the missile th at ultimately be came the \ -2. 

In January, 194.5, the Peenemiinde sci entists held a me eting to di scuss 

what th eir next m ove should he. The SO' iet troops were scarcely i5 miles 
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S putnil...s. 
With hindsight sharpened by a dozen) ears' devel opments, it is now 

dear how we hungled. Here, carefully gathered from the best sources, is 
th e seq uence of events that allowed the mi ssile secrets to come under 

Russian control. 
Early on th e.morning of April 11. ] 945, tanks of Combat Command 

"13" of the ~rd Armored Division rumbled through th e heartland of Cer
Illany toward the town of ;\ordhausen. Their goal was a meeting with the 

Red Army on the banks of the Elbe River. ~Ieanwhile, Col. John C. Wel
born, heading the northern element of th e Combat Comman d, got a 
report that alerted him to " expect so mething a little unusual in the ]\'ord
hansen area. " What he and Col. \"il\iam B. Lovelady, commander of the 

southern element, found was indeed unusual. At a sp ot four mil es north 
of Nordhausen, Lovelady says, th cy came across the entrance to a tunnel 

in the side of I I hill. Nea rby were "a lot of \'·2 's stacked up. " Lovelad y 
questi oned som e civili an s, who told him that the Germans were working 

on "fantastic things in an underground factory ." The tw o officers notified 
Col. William A. Castille, th eir int elli gen ce ch ief. He passed th e word 

How Germany's planned super-rocket 

compares with U. S. missiles* 

, 

~ 
~~~ 

was born. Lnr ou gh out the war, theirs had been 

an un certain lot. Beginning as early as 1930. th ev had dev eloped a se r ies 

of guided missil es under th e auspices of the Army Weapon s Department. 

Privately, their aim was to build an ope r ative spaceship. Qfficially, their 
objective was the cons t ruction of th e " ult imate weapon ," a success or to 

both th e cannon and the bomber. In 19,B, befor e any airplane had flown 

at supersonic speeds, they were hard aLwork on project A-9/A·]o, a com
bination supersoni c rocket glider with an ultrasonic rocket bo ost er. Of 
this proj ect , Dr. ( the n Gen eral) \Valter Dornherger. chief of Peencmiinde, 

wrote in his book V-2, "With our bi g rocket motors and step rockets, we 

could build spaceships that would circle the earth like mo ons at a height 
of 300 miles and at 3 spe ed of lR ,OOO mil es 311 hour. Spac e sta tio ns 
could be put into permanent orb its around th e ea rth." Thi s desc';'ipLion , 

written five years ago, fits th e first of th e Russian Sputniks almost exactly. 

While the first stage was still on the drawing boards and th e second stag e 
was undergoing tests , work on the .\-9/ A-I0 was suspe nded . Hitler orde red 

the scientists to co ncentr ate on the mi ssil e that ultimately became the \ -2. 
In January, 194.5, the P eenemiinde scientis ts held a meeting to di scuss 

what their next m ov e should he . Th e So viet tro op s wer e sca rcely 75 miles 

Slave laborer " {rom lh,. \oTfihau>-en \ -2 plant I'{l ~~ for Jupiter: Redstone: Vonguard: Atlos: A-9 /A.IO: 
Signal Corps pholographN. on the day followin g their liherution. 135,000 Ibs. 75,000 Ibs. 27,OOOlbs. 360,000 Ibs. 497,000 lbs, 

of thrust . of thrust. of thrust. of thrust. of thrust. 

Partl~· ui!''''embled \".2 in underurou ud 
"Arcordmg to b.1f available estimates plant wa- 11" 11 - t.mdim; rhu- when Cenu.. n -vienti-t- fin !' 



awa v. The Germans' work and, in Ia ct . th eir liv es were in j eopardy. They 

admitt ed that the war wa s lost an d that th ey had best surrende r to the Amer

icans. They p acked every th ing that wa s portable, incl ud ing m ach inery, 

m od els, pl an s an d o the r d ocuments, a nd poured highl y infl a mmable rock et 

fu el o n whatever co uld n ot be m o ved . Then 4,000 of th em . with wiv es, 

ch ildren an d bel ongings, left th eir ch a rred laboratory an d st arted fo r 

J\ordhausen. The y arriv ed in ea rly February an d set up he adquarters in 

th e nearby vil lage of Blei eh erode Ost . A s th e war d re w to a close, th e)' 

waited impa tien tly for th e Ame rica n Arm y. 

J ust five da ys bef ore th e 3 rd Ar rnorcrl a rr ived. th e SS o rde re d th e 

sci entists to b urn all thei r paper s and withdraw to Hitler 's la st-ditch "1\ 1· 
pine R ed oubt. " R athe r th an d estroy yea rs of work , Dr. Dornberger an d hi s 

ass ist ants, includ ing Dr. ' Vern her vo n Bra u n, h id th e ir papers in sec re t 

cac hes th rou gh out the H arz } Io un ta ins . Then th e SS took 400 key m en to 

th e All giiu Al ps a t g u n p o int, leavin g th e ir famili es and as soc ia tes behind. 

The 3r d A rmorecl stayed in N orrlli a us en about 'If: hou rs, then co n

tinu ed i ts ea stwa rd thrust. ni~ht hehind th e co m hat t roops ca rne Maj. 

J ames P . Hamill o f Ord na nce Tech n ica l Intelli gen ce, with a three-m an 

team. Act ing on ins tr uc tions Ir om Co l. Holg er N. T ofto y (n o w a maj or 

ge neral ane! co m ma nd a nt of th e Re d stone Arsenal a t I Iun tsvill c, Ala. }, 
Major H amill h a il a d elica te m ission: " W e kn ew a bout th e Nord iia use n 

pl ant lon g before we took it. The written o rders I recei ved indicated t11;1t 

'\ llrd ha use n was to be in th e Hussi an zo ne a nd th a t a ll pla ns an e! eq uip me n t 

wer e to be lef t fo r th e Sov iet. These orders orig inuted at a ve ry hi gh lev <:I. 
U nllfficiall y a nd o IT the record, I wa s tol d to rem ov e as mu ch rnute rial as 

I co uld , without m aki ng il ob vi ou s th ai we had loot ed th e pl a ce. " 

T he qu esti on of wh at was to be do ne with Ge rma n in tlust ry had heen 

th e su bjec t of hi gh -level d isc uss io ns ove r 1I period of yea rs . At th e Oucbcc 

Co nfe renc e in September , 191L President Hoosevelt an d Pr im e Minister 

C h u rch i ll debated th e so-called " M or ue ntha u Pla n" fo r "pas tora liz in g ' 

th e Heich . I n '\ o ve lllbc r, 191 '1 , a decree to he issu ed a fter th e wa r was 

rlra I ted hy th e E u ro pea n Ad viso r y Comm issi on , mad e up of l1u "sian , 

Ihiti ,.h and ,~ I\l e r i c a n reurescut al ivcs (Ambassador John G. \Vinan t rep

inrlustry a" inde m ni ty' for the d est r uct ion Hn;,sia lind su ffe red . Ther e is 

110 r ecord that Roosevel t or Ch urchill a :;.reed to S ta lin ' s demand. But at 

P otsd a m in A ug us t, 19'15, th e Russ ia n leader spoke o f it as a se tt led ma tte r. 

Those were da ys o f c ruc ia l ha rgHin ing . Russ ia wa s bomh ardin ~ the 

"" e"l em All ies with a se r ies o f un fr ie nd ly n o tes acc us i ng us of a t tem pti ng 

tn negot iate a separate pea ce so th at we could g rah a large sec tion of the 

S U I' iet zone of Germany. Th e war was not over, a nd we were m ost a nx io us 

fu r llussian in te r ven tio n in th e Pac ific. T here fo re, we so ug h t to a void a n 

internati oual in cident a t all costs. 

On Ap ril 26, th e J oint Ch ief s o f Staff issued o rder 1067. Th e order 

d i rec ted General E isenhower to " p rese r ve fr om de stru ction and take 

und er your con tro l rec ords, pl ans, d ocument", papers, files a nd sc ient ific , 

industri al and othe r informati un an d d ata belonging to . . . Ge rma n orga n i

za tio ns engaged in mil i tary research ." It was left La Ei senhow er's d isc re

l iun "hat steps would h e ap propriate. 

Leadin g rocket sc ie n tis ts credi t Ma jor H amill with a good j oh. con

s idering th e limi tation s under which he wo r ke d. E ven th ou gh he la ck ed 

a n acc u ra te parts list h e mana ged to p ack up 100 nearl y co mp le te V-2\, 

log ether with a large co llect ion of pla ns, m a n uals and other documents. 

He d id no t, no r co ule! he unde r hi s orders, remo ve eve rvth ing Iroru the 

pla n t. I II late May, he sh ip ped :lOO ca rloa d s of material fr om So rd hau~ell 

t ll Ant we rp . From th ere, he accom pa n ied hi s boot y ba ck to th e lJ. ~ . 

III June, an oth er team , th is on e fr om the intelligence cen ter a t C ar

misch, pa id a last visit to No re! ha usen . Their mission was to e \ ucu uic the 

rcuiui n ing sc ien tis ts and th e ir fam il ies before the n ussi a ns a rri veci. Tlte\ 

had ba rely 24 h ou rs in which to do so . 1n th e p rocess th ey di-covr-n -d 
a d di t io na l caches of pl a ns, inc lud ing fiv e t runks filled with Dr. J)ornl'(, I ~' 

crs not es , hidden in aban d on ed salt m in es. Later, a ci vi li a n mcrulx-r of 

the team sa id: " \Ve probabl y got a com ple te sel of plun-, but th e I : u ~~ i a n" 

prohabl y go t a ne arly co mp lete set too. Yo u kn ow, with thin gs like "l itII ,. . 

)' lI U a lways mak e co pies." Before leavin g Nordhau sen , thcv d l l,a ll'd lol li II" 

i ng up the plant, but s ince th ey la cked th e authority , thcv Iel t I" rced 10 

leal e it to be captured by th e Ilussi ans a few hours lat er. 



re"cnted th e Un ited Sta tes}. 
The decree was s ig ned in Ilc r lin on Ju ne;) , 191;). by Gen . rh' i ~ltl D. 

Eise nho wer , It sta ted: "A ll fact ori es, pl ants. shops, research in st ituti on s, 

lul .o rut ori es, testing sta t io n:" put out s. plans, draw ings a nd in vention s . . . 

will be held int act ,lnd in good co nd itio n a t th e di sp osal of Alli ed repre· 

senta tive s for suc h purpo".e" as th e y llIa y prescrib e." The decree did not 

s ta le which." Allied represcutativ es, " ye t it is ku ow n th at a t th e Yult u Co n· 

fercu ce in Fehru arv , 191 ;;, S tulin had dem anded gO per ce nt of Ge rma n 

Dr. Dorn berger says som e of th e machine tool s lett in l\ o rd ha u' l'll 

we re uniq ue in th e world. And it is hi s es ti mu te that th e plan s fo r th e 

1\·9 /A · IO ilia )' h av e helped l :j to 20 per ce nt in hu ilding th e S put nit:s, 
Othe r sc ient is ts ag ree with thi s es t ima te, but all warn th at we n11 14 

not un de rest imntc ftu s"ia'5 trem endou s eng inee r ing ac h ieveme nt. We, 

10 0 . ca p tu red an eq ua l sha re o f th e Ce n na n scien tifi c d uta , they sa v; hut 

it wus th e Ui' C to whi ch th e Il ussinns put th eir sha re, th e orgunixa t ion o f 

Hussi a 's scienti lic res ources on a c rush basis, that ex pla ins th e ir Slll; l'l:"" ' · ~ . 

E\ IJ 


