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Ootober 31, 19843

Dear Sch§110r=

For the past couple of weeks I have been lookin
into the situation on this proposed invention of mine.. In the
present state of the art the apparastus oan be condensed down %o
about the size and shape of a grand piano. I% will probably
weigh somewhat less however.

I have posed the-general question to several navy cfficers
which come thru our plant. As it tumms out they are all pants
pressers, automobile salesmen and office olerks which hawe been
sworn into the navy and kxnow about &s muoh about navigation as
the man in the moon. In any the p: sed device will have
to compats with & sextant so oné of the &nfn I mant you to .
find out ie: How agourate {n angle oan the altituds of the sun
be measured with a sextant.

In bad weather it seems that & ship navigates by means of
a dead reckomer. This is the device which camsed several
destroyers to run on the ropkpicff Oslifornla soms years ago.
The dead reckoner has probably bsen improved a lot. sinoe.
However by the nature of the device it seems to me that it will
naturullyuget farther off as time goes on and become useless
after a sufficiently long time. 1 waat you to find out to what

extent a dead re r 18 used to navigate a ship in bad weather.

IT it 1s & highly hosurate devige ospabls of giving poeition
afger soveral days of bad weather then there is no place tor

wy invention 23 the useful field is covered. ‘

Duzing the last war some woik was oarried on to develop

s dev&bo'twrlnmattng the sun during oloudy weather by uitna Of e
the infravsd radiation from the sun. Thia device used holomese
or thermogcouples for deteoting the heat ragiatiocn. It is 3y
unde zstanding:- that the results were very unsatisfactory due %o
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was detected it was not possible to determihe with any aséw oy.
were 1t came from. Now I want you to find dut 14 some such

“device ‘as this has recently. been davilﬂped and how agcurate it

i8. If such a device is no% in use and giving good service
then again thers is no place for an invention such as mine.

adding slightly %o the onupittity of my proposed devige
the sun oan &lso bs meabured. Please find out
if there is any point to measuring the asimuth of; the sqn

I have written out a gomplete discussion of the pyppased
device ¢hd drawn up sketches with the intention of filiidg for a
patent on the general system. However before this is dono it

M.




will be well %0 find out what, if any, practiocal use the device
would have, This is where you come in as ocutlined above. FPlease
ses what you oan do. Thewe is absolutely no point to spendin

a 1gtdof time and work on something whioh has no use and is no
wanted.

From your last letter I ther that you think I am fotnl to
build such a devioe and have it operating next Spring. In normal
times it might e possible. The equipment I referred to iz that
for which I already have material on hand which was purchased
before. the war. The purpose of this equipment will be to coatinue
sy astronomical investigations with a greater acocuracy than
before possible. 1t was planned and detalled quite some time
in the past, This material cannot be altered or adspted to make
& position finder ae proposed in the invention, All it can do
is demonstrate with greater accuracy the prindiple involbed ia
the invention.

If, after your investigation of the above questions, it is
found that the proposed invension has merit and will serve a
useful purpose I intend to fi¥e patent appliocation for the
general syatem end to as many ¥pparatus details as I can conceive
of. Then it will be negessary for us to bring it to the attsntion
of the proper suthorities and get someking of a project
authorized o0 that m=terisl can bs had for the gonstruotion of
& model. Who the authorities are, the kind of project, who is
t0 do the work, where and how {te to be financed can ail walt

- until we are certain the propsed inveation has real merit and
if 8o until we get some patent eovert!. on atleast the general
system., The ball is now in your hands;

The status quo is maintained here &8 home and things are
going reasonably well, Bext is slower than molasses in january
and we are getting now where on fixing the house, He is now a
month late with the quarterly report and I'll have %o puneh
him-up again %o get that, When i3 somes thru 1'll send on &
copy to you and give you a disertasion on finance in general.

Your recent letterd:have been in long hand, Where is that
typewriter? You're not afraid that Jesn will show you up behind
... the keyboard are you? Give her my regaurds and tell her 1'll
" be down east sometime before Christmas,

Youre truly,
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