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Dear Grote --

Sohuy will oontribute to this letter before it gets mailed, and we all
 
hope it will reaoh you at your ship before you set sail for Australia.
 

We have had a week o~ more of colds running throu/91 the family, but as of 
this weekend all six are on their feet and baok to nor.ma1. You may ~ar that 
thio weekend has been a wet one for Chicago. I gather this is the worst rain 
in some sixty-odd years. It sttlrted Saturday afternoon and within twenty-four 
hours there had been between six and ten inches (reports vary) leading to all 
sorts of ohaotio oonditiona. In l1heaton there were flooded basements, great 
low areas whioh were turned into lakes mOl:lt1y on the souiJh side ( near the 
high sohoo1 and on south of Roosevelt Road). Praotioa11y everyone we know has 
had water in their basements - some six inches, some eight, and rUlllOrs of 
water pouring through windows to a depth of several feet. Many of the newer 
homes without basements had water floating right in their living rooms. But 
you will be as glad as we to learn that we apparently have the only dry basement 
in town. Bot a drop of water, thank goodness' 

Chicago is apparently on the verge of being declared a disaster area. 
The south and southwest sides were hardest hit -- flooded basements and streets 
people being evaouated in rowboats - sohoo1s010sed -- failure of e1eotrioity 
and phone lines -- even some chance of wtlter pollution. Last I heard the oity 
water was deo1ared olk. in Chioago but elsewhere in Cook County residents were 
being told to boil all drinking water. The Union Station was flooded last night 
when a retaining wall gave in and all trains were halted or else pioked up and 
delivered passengers outside the oity limits. The Daily News Building wa,s 
flooded in the sub-basement (it's right next to the river whioh overflowed its 
banks). aDd their s\1pplies of paper and equipment were uselessit The Colonel 
oame through and allowed them to use the Tribune's faoi1ities sol hear. 

It has really been an ezpensive tragedy for maoy people in the city. Last
 
estimates I heard were of ten million dollars damage. Areas like Midlothian
 
and Blue Island apparently have thousands ot people being oared fo!" by the Red
 
Cross until the water reoedes. It rained some more today, tho' only slight1YJ
 
eand the prediotion is for at least two inohes more tonight and ·tomorrow. But
 
we Rebers are not personally afreoted sO you needhave no worries about us. Muoh
 
of the water did reoede in Wheaton today, tho oertain areaS still have ~at
 

look like small lakes here and there.
 

1 wanted to let you know about a very pleasant gent who stopped in here one 
day and ohatted about you. Bis name was Mr. Lindstrom, from Barber-Grtten Co. 
in Aurora (they make rOtld grading equipment, eto.). Be had heard that you were 
doing som. experimentation here inWheaton, am allowed as how he was an amateur 
or ana-ohair soientist himse1t -- likes to read about what people are doing. 
I briefed him on your aotivities - Washington and then Ha~i and now Australia. 
Apparently he believes that his oompany- should spend some of its money to further 
soientifio researoh, so When I heard that I i~ted him to stay a tew more hours 
and did my best to sell your projeot. 1 made it olear that you were no~ trying 
to perfeot some handy little gadget whioh every home-owner would eventually 
oarryaround in his pooket, and he understood that. He allowed that what you 
were doing was a far ory from road-~rading equipment, but with the changing world 
one 'never knows when some embryonio idea might blossom. into a who1. DeW industry. 
I heartily agreed - spent some time telling him of the 1aok of researoh grants 
.vailab1e in this oountry - threw in a few remaWs about what other J1&tions are 
doing in thiio.t tield - and constantly .entioned people I'd heard you talk about 
in Britain, Holland, Australia, eto. to prove that you were tops in you~ field. 
I mention all this so that if the day oomes, when you hear from this IIU1!l ...nd he 
otters you a fortune, you will know where to senel the oommission' I seriously: 
don't know whether anything will oome of it, Grote, but 1 did my best to sell 



:: 

him, and suggest.d he contaot you for oopiea ot your printed artioles, ~eto<. whioh 
I was • sure he would find interesting and 6timub.ting". He ...as a nio. g.nt"' ­
sound.d sinc.re - but it may b. that he has a hard time selling cosmio radiation 
to a road-grading outfit. Let us know if you everha-ar fT'om him. 

I'm glad your box ot "things" arriv.d intaot; and also hope that you r.oeived 
the envelop. of papers Sohuy s.nt along with the photograph of the ohildr.n. W. 
thought you'd like to have it .nd this is the first time we've had all tour 
ohildren taken together. It asn't easy, believe m.. Th. d.y the photograph.r 
cam. to tiLk. the pioture, it as boiling hot and Larry jUot refused to be a party 
to the nonsense. Th. photograph.r .tried his best but came baok about t ...o ...eeks 
later to try again. This time Larry was all for it and behav.d like a genUeman. 
1munmmmm. 

I -

We reoeiv.d your pow.r of attorn.y and I'll leave it to Sohuy to bring you 
up to date on where w. stand re hous.-moving. Suffioe it to say that .... have given 
up hope ot doing anything this fall. We are getting all the tacts together, tho', 
and have been attempting to do so all sUllDler. It takes ages ,to get estimates from 
mov.rs, plumb.rs, sewerpeopl. eto. and then we get conflioting r.ports on What 
OaD and oannot b. dO~4 Fortu~tely, I've been aotive in the Community Assooiation 
and haTe had acoanon to b.oom. well aoquaintedwith the Mayor, Cityebrk, and 
a tew of the good and trusty oounoil memebers -- believe m., I'm going to continu. 
the fri.ndship until they grant us a mCTing pendt. What.... hope to do is to 
get the pe~it this tall som.tim. - perhaps within a period of two or three weeks 
.... oan approaoh the oounoil and then they can have a lot of time to d.oid. whether 
or not to grant it. Once it is grant.d w.' 11 have the wi*t.r to get our plans 
in shap., get t1~ estimates about bUilding the additio~ ~nd ~'ll be able to go 
about the whole thing in a l.isurely tashion and oan attord the time to se.k out 
'h. best tor the least. W. already have an arohit.ot on the job - not Mr. 
Salta.bury but a young.r man whoml :we know personally. He adTis.d us to wait until 
spring .to mOTe the house and add on beoause th.n he oan let oontraots during the 
wint.r wh.n contraotors are hungry instead ot busy. '!'h.n maybe .... can g,et going 
first thing in the spring. If the oity does not grant the p.rmit .... ' 11 have to 
start allover on a new taok; but I'm pr.pared to fight them on it and I don't 
8ee how they oanr.tuse. 

R.ports tram my tamily baok home indioate that th.y are all well and su",ived 
the hurrioanes whioh hit the east so s.v.r,ly. ~.y wish you ....11 on your 
Australian ventur•• 

Uncle Watt wrote us r.oently (last w.ek) that he is att.mpting to put
 
tog.ther a geneology ot the R.ber tamily, .m want.d p.rtinent info about your
 
par.ntl' ....dding dat., your birthday, Schuy's, min., all our ohildr.n, .to. H•
 
• ai-a h.' a-- get Us a oopr-wMn h. ha-s-lt ftni.b.dand...c....'11. ask" hi. ~o gei-_o_netor
 
you, too.
 

Fred Baboook has broken into print with a novel .ntitled "Bang Up the Fiddle". 
Th., Tribun. Book Review seotion is plugging it as another Mark Twain type ot thing 

-but Schuy is inolined to b.lieve the Tribun. oould do little but plug it sino~ 
Fred is th.ir book editor. Sour grapesl We have our nUl8s on the list at the 
library to r.ad it, sinoe ...e did not reoeiv. an autographed. oopy from the author 
hims.ltl Haven't s.en the Baboooks in y.~rs. M.t Ginny King r.oently, and 
sh. reports that both Harley and Jim are now engaged. 

Little more gossip that I can thinkoot. B. sure to write us as soon as you 5­

arriv. in Australia tor .... '11 b. anxious to know that you had a sate and int.r.sting 
trip. W.' 11 write you there and I'll 8end some snapshots or the tamily on. ot 
th.s. 4ays. W.t11 miss you this Christmas but ~'ll r.serv. a stooking tor you 
on our ohimney tor next year for sure. Bav. a good trip down, Grote, and be sur. 
10hat .... all hop. your work and your lite in Australia will be satisfying am happyl 
Bo" Voyage, old shoo, arsllllUoh l""r
 

v
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~ DOW 1111 take oY.r I. this will g.t in the mail toDight---it should ha~ 
gOD. long a,•• but I bad one eln1l- of a oold 1a.t ...k -nd probably we 
0.. g.t this to you 011 the ship. . • 

-&DiY thilJ1ks tor the -Pe1ntr of ~ttorney, I had no id.a that th.y "1". 80
 
illTo1....di aad it was .. gooct silgg.stioa to h.......oodward. mak. it out just
 
to b. sur. that eftJTthing was iD orel.r. .. ..r. progr.ssing OD. the aoT.
 
azad the hook.r ia the deal ..t the aOJUDt 18 the laok ot sewr aDd ....t.r •
 
taoi11ties ill the stre.t in f'r0llt ot the lot whioh is on the north sid•.
 
• t UDiolllt. betwe.1l 111is UI4 Clar')'. that ••ans ... have to bring th_ 
in tica 0•• nreet or the other. and this is upend..... In ..ddition, . 
1f&1lt to b. sur. th..t drainag. oan be takeno..re of readil,. sillo. lie ..... 

.. dry baseme1l't-'the sur.... rua-ett "ppe.. rs to be good siDO. this past 

...k-end g...... a tiDe ohano. tor ob'.rTation aDd.r p.akoonditions. 

Our plalls J101f oal1 tor .traigA1;.B1ng out the p1uabinc matter. getting an 
opti02l on the lot Abj.ot t ......1pt ot a p.ndt. C.tting a bdld.1ng 
permit frem the oitT tor us. next spring. aDd thea bargalDing with the 
tr..de ••ut t. get the job done .oonomioally. W. han b.oom.. :tinily 
oon'Vino.d th..t this 1s the best thing to do. 

Alao. I b.U". I oan handle the d.al so th..t ... woD't have to s.11 
the land i_4iat.ly th.r.by puttillg 118 in a pedtiOD to aak. a bett.r 
deal OD 1t. One. the house is oft, we feel sur.... will b. approaolaed 
on the land. and to have a little time will b. lfodvantageous. I wt11 
"p you abr.ast ot d.....1paent•• and a, I iJlCl10ated .arlier I will aak. 
41.sit101l of' fQD1. due you to ,our aooO\Ult at the Barris pro'Yiding 
,. With an aooollDting ot th-.nand the tr&Dsaotion• 

......88 has be.n a littl. sl.., and it buD.' t pi,cok.eI up this tall 
as ~t a. I had hopea. Bo1reY.r, ... ar. .till working at it. .v•• 
thoup progr••• i. aortal slow, ..nd I g.t disoourage4 at tiaes. It is 
a ct.tinit. taot th..t vertical bUDds ar. beo_iDg a aor......pted 
wiDdow oov.ring sino. there are mor. manuf'aotur.rs 1n the n..1d, and 
on. ot these days the d.alers will g1v. th_ .or. att.ntion--at that 
point .. hope to hav••ur produot r.-d.sipd so it OaD b. "ss_b1 .d 
in the fi.ld with us Applying the oompon.nt parts traa Gemva. ~II 
should reduce oo~t••brea4en the mart.t. &ad enab1. us r ...lly to b. 
o..p.titi.... with oOIXV'entional forms ot windo.. ooverings. 

"lo,ed is a oopy ot a. l.tter to aD outfit in Sydney who ... V.rt1.ltlind 
up in -~l.i. iD. the plaat ot 0" ot 1ih.ir 81lppl1ers. I doubt it uq 
busiDess r.sult. tr_ it tor us. but you IIlight ,tic. to us. the l.tt.r 
a, an additional point of' ooataot in a atrasg. laad. 

laolos.d also ar. SOM ailo.llaneoul i t.s whioh you will want. 'l'bere 
are a tn ...talop.s .to still r.posiD« h.r., UI4 I will lUil th_ along 
one of these daye---oDly .. fe.... 

on !Md's birthday I aeasur.d aU the chi1dr•• agaiD8t the .dg. of the 
bathroom. door aDd. so aarked th_. Just r.o.ntly, they stood up tor aa 
waoftioi&1 ooaparhon aDd it appe.. rs that Andy, J.ff and todd haT. grown 
each about an iDOh in the last aonth. !hat r.presents a poRrful lot of' 
oalori.s---- 1811 .easur. thea again on tarrY" s birthday to s.e what 
has tak.n p1ao•• 

Ha?e your••1t .. tin. rel~ng trip down under. and b. sur. to drop UI 
.. lin. &8 soo. al you get ashore in .Au.8tr&1i..---so we'll know you got
th.r. 01. "'11 miss ha'YiDg you her. at ....s. but ..'11 drink .. toast 



~ .......
 
to you in abseutia---ud the re'. &1...,.. next year. .ret. hopiBg that 
you tind the situation ill ".i;ra11a up to y!ur ezpeotati~ and thai; 
~u rea1l1 tajoy 10ur &5soo1atlol18 there. h18 ia &4di~iOD to & tertile 
opportuD.1t.:J. br; .Uf'tr~~~.. uaeler what .. 'hope ,will ·biI ur•. 
stiaul&tiac ..... ~.p.J"&idT. OOD41tt........ theJllOst ot 110. aDd let 
us lmo1r how 1011 are dolsag tr_ ti_ to 10111.-•. 

Lon ..rr- all of u•• 

.' 

') 

,\ 

.. " 
I, • 



WATER DID 0 STAY WA FROM THIS DOOR - harlotte Car l of 828 S.I 

Main , Wheaton, arrive at th P aul Di ins n borne, 10 1 S. Main, to assist in a era­
tion mop- p. Fairwa"y section, whe r picture wa s t ken, was one f t he worst hit 
by flood waters in th Wheaton area. The Dickinsons a six inches of wate in 
their home. (Daily J ourna photo 

MAIN STREET SCHOOL. GLEN ELLYN - Scene of school on south Main, looking 
northwest from Turner avenue, east of Main street, shows portion of flooded area on 
Gl n Ell on's south side. An unofficial source said over two inches of rain fell after 
this photograph was taken a 2 p.m. Sunday. School basement had two or three inches 
of water, but several houses in the area had basements flooded. (Daily Journal photo) 




