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The statement by Mr
Coates, MHR, that he is
not convinced that the
contract for the P11l
fighter - bombers i{s a
good one, is surely the
understatement of the

year.

The Fl11 deal was orig-
inally started as an elec-
tion gimmick in Novem-
ber, 1963 (before the De-
cember  election that
year) by the then Men-
zies’ Liberal Government.
Since then it has turned
into the most costly scan-
dal ever foisted on the
Australian taxpayer.

The result is that after
spending hundreds of
millions of dollars we
have an obsolete plane
which the Americans no
longer intend manufac-
turing,

ARTHUR DART,

Moonah.
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