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Canadian Radio Technical Planning Board
880 Lad‘y Ellen Place, Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 519 Phone: 728-8692

December 21, 1976,

Dr. Woodruff T. Sullivan IIT,
Dept. of Astronomy,
University of Washington,
Seattle, Washlngton, 98195,
U. S. A,

Dear Dr. Sullivan:

I understand from DPr. Covington of N.R.C. that you
are interested in getting the address of S.J. Parsons who was
with Hey's original post war group of radio astronomers.

As Dr, Covington mentioned in his letter to William
Morley, S,J, Parsons is a cousin of mineg so I am able to pass
along the required address: -

B S
S5,J. Parsons, f
Arbury House, |
Lapworth,

; Warwickshire,

I England.

I do nof know if he is still in touch with any of

dlrector of a transformer manufacturlng flfm“ln Blrmlngham.

During the war he was in the British Army and
concerned with their Radar Equipment, while I headed up a
group at N,R.C. concerned with the mechanical design of all
the Canadian Radar. I do remember him mentioning to me during
a visit to the UK in 1946 that he had "scrounged” some bit of
Radar Equipment to set up Sir Bernard Lovell in the Radio
Astronomy business,

I will drop a line to John to expect a query from
you in regard to Heys post war group.

Yours very truly,

"H.E. Parsons.
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December 31, 1376

A & by
A, F*: T -r;_’/v
My. 3. J. Parsons
Arbury ﬁaua@

Lamworth,
ingland

Dear Hr., Parsong:

I am a vadlo astronomer and historian of scisnce ourren
iﬂn? bevm proiect on the worldwide growth and developms
astronony {see the enclosed summaryd,

?ﬁuﬁ cousin H.X. Parsong, I have finally

T am of courss extremsly interested in the work vh y did in
] Hav's grour In the vears after W I1.  In the pericd 194648 vou

pubilished ﬁi 2 papers dn radio astronocny, 2ll co-authored with H.W.
Prilllips and J.5. Hey, ap well as severs pars in meteor radar
srronomy Singe Hey has wot been willing o tall fo WM% gaving that
Thi ﬂtarW' iz sufficiently set forth fn bLis 1973 book The Evelution
of dio Astronomy, T am particularivy anmxious to acqulre some inda-

f rhe ADRG group. I encloss

e of the relevent pages Fro book, which we can perhaps

& #2 a point of departore. ; i be very plsased if vou ave
willing and counld Find the tdme Lo snaver the followiorm guestions in
decth,  If you would find 1t easlier and have access to s standard

cassatie vecorder, then feel free to tape vecowd vour answvers and
send me the cassetie. T will then have the taps franscribed T hiave
vou verify the franserizit. I any case b@?@ra T will use any Jdirect
quotes from vouw, I will defiritely ask# vour perdbission. My me
interest ds in dnformation not available in publ 3
in apecdotes and dinsizbis into motivations and pe

T
.
Ha

pﬁ ndent information about the wot
ki
-

The guestions:

EAd
wi g Vio

{1} Do _vou kmow the present vharesbouts of alther
i3 Yare theve any other zienifleant menbers of thatg
T should rrvy to contact?
o
{23 Do vou have any Wﬁ?lﬁpi ida,. vhotorranhs, or archives fram ©
group?  If so, I would very much e ba sent sither copies
[

2

or the oviginals {in which ecase I would wmake coples and ret
the originals to vou).




e, 8, J. Farsous
Yeeerber 31, 1976 B

{14% Owerall, what would you say weve
o

to the develooment of radie sstronomy!

4

vou veyry much for vour time in el
and convey some of the flavor of that ere

end of Januarv, ¥ would he appraciative.

and.

the AGEG aroup's main comird

s £
i g = o
hafors the

sfazsor of ABLyro




Mr, 5. J. Parsons
Decepher 31, 310746 o

nun?  How wes it deoided
Heow much were vou in

£3%  Can you describe the arhience of tha
to what the next ressarch step -
enced by the results of other zraphs?

{43 sase tell we brisfly sbout vyour sducational ;ni S
ground before Vﬁu ;wanwﬁ the group.
during the ¥War? @ =z it that vou i
éwWQEVQa in radio &m?r@qawv? An wou

did jmu u:f’%&:j

£5} Are there any aspechs mf Hev's accownt which wou feel are sithar
inaccurste, misleading, or incomplete? Are thers anvéioporisn:
incildents or fac;gﬁs not mentioned?

352 diseovery of sl
rhe primary selientifi
ohaarvarions?
£ra
{7) Do vou agree with lev's descrintion of the group in %8y, p. 217

6% Vhen and how did vou flrst Les
vadilo hursts? Owvey the veavs
guestions vou were fryinz o

T
[
o
joid
€83
sl
=}
Ly
¥
@
2
]
[
I
ol
[
=
=]
it
L]

{8} Were vou Iinvolved at all in the swpeviments
fon, 21-233%7

{83 Tell me about data acguisition and reduction for the &4 Mels survey of
the skvy fop. 43-4%). How much wmedificardor of the nilitary eoulpnent
WAS z@quireé? What were the primary questions o be ansveved by gstudy-
ing the galantic ?aéiatiﬂn? Hhaat do vou remember of the dizcovery of
i over succeaad

the flu &tudazu? aouree in Oygnue? Ar vhar ol 2
vears, what was your opinion as to the origin of th@ fluctuations

{IMY Do vou vecall the wisits of Rarteliffe and Lovell to AORS fepediataly
after the War {p. 303.

{11} Tell =e in detat ey to Lovell at the
Todversity of . X dageription leaves the
reader with the idea that wwur winit and discussions were wital to the

success of Lovell's opevation.

{12} VWhat are vour recollections conecerning the preat Glacoblald metaor
in October, 1946 {pp. 33-34Y7 VWhich were the most important guestion
that time aboot swetests and thelr interaction with the fonoaphere?

AT WES T

4

E i ¥ e
What sort of work did the group resbeyrs go lnte?  Why Jdid vou not sta
in radic sstronomy?







UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98195

December 13, 1977
Department of Astronomy . % $ﬁ%wawm&mﬁmmwmj

NEC 'M«ﬁ\m&? &.e}?}i&é ’éf

L J%f%l{y w@?%?ﬁm i

A Mr. s. T Parsonsiiﬁ’ww GAFTSLS = 'TMJHTT’ h K\§%?\E$}“NKE

S ”’;fw ive Arbury House ~

fj,,mLapworth Warw1cksh1re.

ﬁ@g_ﬁ' England yf/'
Wﬁ?” Dear Mr. Parsons:

I was encouraged by your reply of 7 February in response to
my letter of 31 December 1976 asking for information on your participa-
tion in Hey's group and especially its radio astronomical investigations..
T still am very much interested in your detailed replies to my questions
as they will be invaluable to my study.

Thank you very much for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,

Woodruff T. Sullivan, III
Assistant Professor, Astronomy

WES:1a
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Grin 1987 to inform him that I would 1ike to record his
relationship toe £ John Parsomg of the J § Hey group in England ium
forthcoming paper., He did not mind, and went on tec say that the
wily counection™® gccurred through Bill Happe coming across &
ptein Parsons at the time when he was in England with the
Canadian GL IIIC radar set. Bill Bappe sald that they { HEC
} had a Parsons with them,who was working in the mines of
HMines outside of VanCouver. On Hals first trip over
war,the Parsen cousins wmet and have subse nil
a connection. Captain Parsons obtained the eariy
ler sefs used by Lovell and was co-avthor with J 8 Hey
the early vadio astronomy papers. Ha did not continue
Jbug Lctrlcﬁi wire factooy . ewe

Lecord of telephone conversation with Harroeld I Parsons on  Sepi
{
H
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11 February 1985

Mr., S.d. Parsons
Arbury House ‘

= Lapworth foviosm N
Warwickshire ¢
Engl and

Dear Mr. Parsons,

it has now been over six years since I interviewed you over the telephone
for my project on the history of radio astronomy, but I have not forgotten your
helpfulness then. Under separate cover I am sending you the transcript of that
interview for your review and for signing a release forn.
I have now completed drafts for two of the chapters in my book A4 History
of Radio Astronomy (Vol. I). Under separate cover I am sending the portions (a)
based on information which you have given me, (b) relevant to your
participation in the development of radio astronomy, or {c¢) relevant to your
interest in the history of the subject. I am extremely interested in your
comments on this draft, in particular with regard to the following points:
(1) historical acecuracy
(2) fair emphasis of the events and issues
(3) any omissions of important ideas or developments
(%) the "flavor" of the times -- has it been captured?
(5) style of writing and presentation
Besides the above general areas, there are the following points:
{1) I now formally ask for your permission to use the quotation from your
e interview cited in footnote 3 in my book and in any other articles on this
subject which I may write, Flease send me your written permission.
{(2) The enclosed sheet of questions covers many points on which I need
your help., Please answer those which you ecan.
/ {3) What exactly was your role in the February 1942 incident which led to
ety the discovery of the solar radio bursts? Were you Hey's chief assistant in the
"troubleshooting™? After looking again at pp. 3-5 of your transeript, I am
thinking that I should perhaps mention your role in 1942 ~ would you agree?
Were there any others who should be mentioned?

If you wish, return the draft copies to me with your comments; otherwise,
a separate sheet (referring to page numbers in the draft) will be fine. If at
all possible, I urge you to cite publications or to send me rphotocopiss of
supporting documentation (reports, memos, letters, notebook entries, ete.) to
buttress any arguments which you may wish to make. All comments will be
seriously weighed; based on these I will then develop the final version of the
chapter.

Finally, if you have any photographs (of which I may not be aware)
relevant to the material in this chapter, please send me prints (with full
captions) and indicate whether I may keep them or should make copies and return
the origimls to you.




Page 2

It will greatly aid the schedule for the book if your comments could reach

me by 15 March, but if this is not possible I will still profit from comments
received on a later date, I thank you in advance for your time in reviewing
this draft and I trust that you will find the end product worth your effort.

Sincerely yours,

Woodruff T. Sullivan, III
Associate Professor of Astronomy
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Mr. S8.J. Parsons
Arbury House
Lapworth
Warwickshire
England

Dear Mr. Parsons,

R

Department of Astronomy FM-20
University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98195

0.8. 4.

12 February 1989

This is Just a reminder that I am still very much interested in materials

- from you,

originally reguested some time ago. If you want to minimize your

effort, I would suggest that you simply sign the permission forms and return
the transeript of the interview. But I do hope that, if you are able, you could
comment on the drafts that I sent you - yours is the only "wolece"™ missing in
the feedback that I have received. Everyone else, including Phillips, has sent

me very useful material.

Thank you very much for your time and effort.

WTS3/vax

Sincerely yours,

Woodruff T. Sullivan, III
Professor of Astronomy




