Tuesday, August 28, 1956

My dear Grete: =~

I am rather weary temight, hevimg spent the day shepping with the childrem fer
clethes emd supplies fer scheel mext week. Hewever, I did promise Schuy that I
would de my best te get a letter eff te yeu this week simce he is em the west ceast
and will met returm umtil the Lawer Day weekemd. Awd this is the first epper tunity
I've had simnce returmimg frem Wheatem em Saturday, Amd unfertumately the 1ittle
ball yoeu started relling my‘back in Nay whem yeu decided se abruptly te camsel
the pewer of attermsy is still rellimg amd gatherimg mere cemplicatiems fer us.

I mete that im yeur last twe er three letters yeu say that yeu have had a let ef
ether matters clese at hamd te keep yeu busy se that yeu have had little time te
think abeut the matter ef the sale of the heuse amd land amd the tramsfer ef
furmiture frem Louisville to Wheatem eto. etec. Hew fortumate yeu are! Weuld that
Schuy amd I had been spared the cempletely ummecsssary stresses amd straims of the
past three memths which were ®reught abeut by yeur uqually ummecessary actionm,

Ve, tee, have had mamy matters clese at hamd with which te cemcerm surselves; wut
instead, mest of eur emrgies ave geme imte tryimg te straightem eut the mess

you created,

If I seumd semewhat witter abeut the whele thimg, yeu may we sure that it's emly
because I am! TYeu had ample time te "swellew the ldea of disposing ef the eld place”
(frem yeur letter ef July 18th) simce yeu have kmown for at least twe years thet
Schuy amd I were heping to meve eut of 212, Amd simse Christmas time - evem simce
Schuy wrote you im Nevember ef 1955 - yeu have kmewn that we wore leokimg areumd ami
plemming to move amd that umdoubtedly that meve weuld take us away frem Wheaton.
You had emly te veice yeur dismay amd we ceuld have discussed it at Christmas tims --
despite the "cempetitien frem televisien"., After all, eld mam, we were there every
oevening and yeu ceuld have refraiwsd frem retirimg se early if yeu had amy wish te
discuss the heuse ami preperty or evem the diminmg reom table with usi Be that as it
may, let me brimg yeu up te date,

Apparently after yeu sigmed the cemtract amd returmed it te Bert im mid-July
Bert was invelved im mamy ether matters, he was alse i1l amd he alse took a
vacatien. Beimg 1ittle differermt frem sther lawyers he meglected te imferm us ef

develepments: mamely, that the phems cempary would require a deed te the proeperty.




We kept writimg to Bert awd he kept assurimg us that he was keepinmg en tep ef the
situatien but we were gettimg mewhere fast., Se we decided the only way te get actiem
was to ge te Wheatom., Alse, im additien te the deal with the pheme cempany, we had
again cemtacted the real estate firm im Wheatem te let them kmew that the heuse-
moving deal was "ox" agaim, Amd we had to kmew if the let we had started te purchase
in Me.y' was still availa®le. Theanks to yeur delay, it was met. Se, here we were
about te buy a heuse frem yeu with mo let te meve it te. Seecoo, all thing s
ocemsidered, we packed tle kid‘s ix the car and dreve up to Wheatex, Fer twe days
Schuy spemt his suppesedly free time trackimg dewn Bert, trackimg dewnm the phome
cempamy lawyers, aml lizhtimg the fire which ultimately resulted 'in our gettimg the
doed which I sent te you last week. Schuy sheuld have Jbeon taking it easy simce he
had a busy twe weeoks ef travel amd cemferemces limed up im wvarieus cities eut enm the
west ceast; but imstead he werked em the house amd land deal,

The real estate people had cembed the city ef Wheatem fer vacamt property.
There is mems. Even the few which were available im May whem we left tewn mew have
heuses or basements already om them. Beb Guild, ef Guild Realty Coemuamy, with whem
we had been im cemstamt cemmumicatiem via phene and letter get a bright idea and wext
te the mam whe had beught the let we wamted eut seuth eff Jewel Read amd asked him
if he would cemsider sellimg. This mam had already started to clear some ef the
trees frem the let preparatery te Wuildimg a heuse fer re-sale. He theught the
matter ever durimg the woeekewi aml fimally just befere Schuy left fer Seattle he
said that yes he weuld sell it if he could make a profit., Which is certaimly his
privilege, Se, ths let which we had been all set te purchase whem we left Wheatenm in
May amd which we ceuld have had at #2200 will mew be available te us, if we hurry,
fer the sum of $3500, Aside frem this let, the emly other lamd available is eut inm
the middle ef the prairie up msar Jee Muehlfeldt's place - with me strests, me water,
ne gas, me nething! Axd with very peer prespects im terms of a prefitable resale.

Schuy left Wheaten amd asked me te fellew threugh with Joe Muehlfeldt abeut
certain details ef the house mevimg. W, had alse sent ouf feslers to see if we could
fisd amy custemer who might wish te buy the house as is amd meve it themselves,
Huehli‘oldt spent mest of the week trackimg dewn am eld farmer whe had evinced seme
irbor‘gst; but fimally when all parties get tegether, he decided agaimst wuying the

heuse because he wambed te meve it up te Cleverdale amd foumd it prehibitive im cest



gimoe he weuld have te cress a railread track amd alse weuld pass several trams-
cextinental telephoms cables emreute, (This is pessible, but most expemsive, siwmce
such cables must be cut amd humireds ef wires spliced amd put back again,)

If I seem to be goimg imte great detail, it is emly to let yeu kmow that this
is mot a simple matter, At this peimt I am cempletely sick amd tired of the whele
thing! Wo spent weeks aml weeks aml weeks doimg just this same thimg befere we left
Wheaten, with Muehlfeldt, w.{th the city fathers, the street department whese prevince
it is te preserve tree limbs, real estate people, public service cempany efficials
(regarding electric wires) ami pheme cempamy emgimeers (rogardimg phems wires ea the
reute). When we lef't Wpeaten in Moy we had pretty well reselved the whele thing -
end had Guild Realty drawimg up a cemtract se we could purchase the preperty eff
Jewel Read., Them came yeur letter wamtimg te put the whele thimg en ice, se
naturally we did mot go eut em a limb aml purchase a let at that time.

Te got back te the ocurremt situatiem. Bert is aware that yeu are new
acknewl sdging the fact that yeu have me wish te retalm the heuse for yeurself ami
that you are willisg te sell yeur imterest im the house te us fer $1000. It is his
suggestien that im erder fer Schuy amd me te gainm clear title to the heuse we must
have seme sert of statememt er Bill ef sale er semethimg frem yeu which states that
you relinguish yeur title te the heuse. Them the heuse will beleng te us legally
and enly them cam we legally have it meved te a mew site, Alse, ebvieusly, umtil
such a title has Been clearly esteblished we have me wish te go eut em a 1limb ami
Buy a let fer $3500F Ne effemse mesnt, but yeu must admit that you have a habit of
changing your mind ami we don't wawt to be csught im the middle again.

Alse, the situatiem is mew changed te this extent. Im May we teld yeu that we
weuld buy yeur share of the heuse er we would sell yeu eur share er we would split
the expemses ef mevimg with yeu amd alse split amy prefits with yeu after the heuse
wes reseld em the mew site. At that time, we were figurddg the cest ef the let at
$2200, But mow, the cest ef the let has imcreased by $1300, threugh ne fault ef eurs,
W, framkly feel, Grete, that wo cammet mow pay yeu $1000 fer yeur share ef the heuse.
Figure it eut fer yeurself; ths delay has cest us $1300 if we ge ahsad amd buy the
ceme let mows, Net te memtiem what it has cost us im less ef sleep, peace ef mimd

and merveus straim, As Schuy's wife, let me assure yeu that yeur attitude abeut



this whele matter has hurt him deeply. He felt he had a respemstbility when he
had the pewer of attermey te act im yeur behalf; amd let me assure yeu againm that
despite yeur flip warnimg that we sheuld preceed mere cautieusly im the future,
this whele deal wes censummated after mewths snd mewths ef effert em Schuy's part,
It was met a hasty decisiem. Amd it was & highly prefitable eme beth fer you ami fer
Schuy, as Bert will attest, Had yeu had amy legitimate gripe that Schuy had net
wrumg the last mickel pessible eut ef I1limeis Bell, I ceuld have umdersteed yeur
smatching the pewer eof attermey eut frem umier the deal. But yeu yeurself have
stated that the price is emazisgly high, se you cam have me cemplaint em that scere.
And may I point eut further that when em® persom has power ef attermey to act em
bohalf of amether psrsom whe is theusamds ef miles away, the ems at hems does net
sxpsot te have te make am acceumtinmg ef every comversatiem that was held en the
matter. When the best pessible deal wes made, then the scceumtimg was due yeu.
Ayd having yeur pewer of attermey, Schuy did met feel that he had te delay thimgs
further By writimg yeu Jesew each tims he had dealings with the pheme compamy durimg
these last heotic memths im Wheatem. He kept Bert imfermed of his pregress amd
seught Bert's advice, amd Bert teld him he weuld mever get mere tham $27,500. At
that peismt Schuy was heldimg eut for $30,000 -- which he ultimately get, fer yeu
as well as fer himself,

And them, after makiug a boma fide deal im geed faith, he is suldenly cemfremted
By deudbt amd suspiciem em yeur part. Yeu say, em July 18th, that yeu wewer thought
he was a creek -- yeur letters to him amd te Bert de met bear eut that statemexmt.
If ever I read wveiled himt s that yeu were beimg cheated, it was im your letters te
Schuy amd to Bert. Apd you say that it was all because you ceulin't swallew the
idea of disposimg of the eld placel Well, all I cam say at this peimt is that
because yeu ceuldn't swellow that idea, a great mamy, mamy people have beem put te
a let of ummecessary treuble ami expemsel

And lest T soumd tee harsh, let me assure you that I umderstamd yeur feelimgs
on that scere. I umiersteed it amd so did Schuy; but why did yeu have te turn yeur
emotions inte suspiciems amd masty slurs agaimst Schuy? He teld you that you could
keep the heuse if yeu wished; yet surely you must we able to understami that after

the imsultimg remarks you made time and agaim, amd after yeur comtimual disregard



for eur imterest im all this, Schuy ceuld de methinmg But write te you amd suggest
that all mutual affairs be termimated. He may have beem a foel at seme time im the
past, Grete, bBut as far as yeu are cemcermed he has mo imtemtien of boing ome again,

All of Which gets us wack te the matter of whether er met we are to buy the
heuse from you. Imcidemtally, the place is a mess mew. The phoms company has built
right up te the driveway, amd the fromt amd back yards are piled high with bricks
and pipes awnd wires and tink ;r. If we den't take seme actiem soom, the city will
prebably cemiemm the place; it is am eyeseres, But we plewed eur way threugh the
dodbris amd wemt threugh the house aghim last week; it is still a geod seumd heuse
which could provide excelleat heusimg fer semeome im a differemt lecatiem. Hewever,
we camnet act as Bey amd Girl Sceuts im providimg that heusing fer semeene., If we
are te umdertake the headache of havimg the heuse meved, we can emly de se if the
deal will be prefitable for us as well as for someeme elso, Amd the imcrease im the
cest of the let has takem a large chumk eut ef that prefit,

Schuy therefere talked te Bert amd havimg been assured that sems sert eof
»ill of sale was required befere we underteok te have the heuse meved, the emclesed
cextract was drawm up. Yoeu will mete that umler its terms we de not agree to pay yeu
$1000. Imstead, we agree te pay you 10 percemt of the prefits after the expemses ef
meving the heuse have been deducted frem the sale price em the mwew site, these expemses
imcluding brekerags em the sale. Yeu will perhaps rise up ami scream that we are
tryimg te cheat yeu; that is met se. We are tryimg te e realistic; we do met wish
te be fools, We see me reasem why we sheuld have te pay eut $1309;"l;;;;uy ths same
piece of prepsrty we coeuld have bought three momths age, particularly simce the
raise in price is due emly te yeur actiem ef last May. Yeu meeded three mere mexths
te "swallew" the ides; surely, we s hould moet have to swallew the extra cest im erder
to aid your digestien. And I might peimt eut that while the heuse is b elimg moved
the risk will mot be yeurs; yeur memey will mot e tied up im the let or im the
cest of movimg etc, Yeu will got yeur memey frem the sale ef the lamd as soom as the
deal is cemsummated; it will be eur memsy which is tied up amd yeu will receive
10% of the prefits as the price ef the sale ef yeur imterest im the heuse, It will

therefore met be a jeimt vemture, amd yeur share ef the preceeds of the sale of the

lemd cam be put to work fer yeu im amy way you see fit.



If you are met willimg te sell Schuy amd ms yeur share ef the heuse em this ®asis,
then there are enly a few altermatives as we gee it, We do met feel that it weuld
be a wise deal fer us te have te pay $1000 for the heuse, en tep ef the imcreased
cost of the let. We ceuld cemtinue te try te fimd & Wuyer fer the heuse as is --
am the emly buyer em the herizem might pessibly be Mushlfeldt himself, He is
neterieusly kmewn fer ta.kirg houses away as a gift; but he himself weuld prebably
net o willing te pay fer it, ether tham a tekem paymemt of a few humdred dellars,
The ether altermative would be te hav= the house tern dewn., If we have the heuse
tern dewn, it will cest us momey; psople do met tear dewn heuses for free, Se,
on that premise, the legical thing fer us te de would be te de mething; te let
the time limit ge By witheut mevimg the heuse, at which time it will revert te the
pheme cempamy -- they will them either pay te have it wrecked er perhaps they will
give it away te Muehlfeldt te meve himself,

Schuy amd I are met happy abeut ths prespect ef seeimg the heuse term dewn;
but we have to be practical, amd we feel that the deal eutlimed im the emlesed
cextract is the best we cam effer feor yeur share im the heuse,.

If you sigu the comtract amd return it te us as seem as pessible, we will ge
ahead and Buy the let im questiem amd will try te get the heuse meved immediately,
Time is ef the essemce, Grete, If it is te be meved, it must be deme as soon as
pessible befere the bad weather starts im the fall. Se, please let us kmew your
decisien lmmediately.

As far as the phems cempany deal is cemcermed, as seem as yeu sigm the deed amd
return it te Bert he will start the ®all rellimg om the title search amd the title
can be breught dewn, This usumally taims abeut twe weeks, we understend, since we
de met anticipate that there will e amy preblems. The title is clear as of mow
but the title cempamy cammot act im just a few days. Them, emce the title is clear
the memey will ceme eut ef escrew amd the deal sheuld be fimished, But here againm,
sizmce yeu have refused te permit Schuy te act fer yeu, the check willundeubtedly e
made eut te the three of us -- ami this meams that it, toe, will have to e semt teo

you im Australia fer emdersement te am esorow account im Bert's custedy. Them Bert

can semd yeu yeur check amd semd Schuy his,



I hepe that yeur revekimg the pewer ef attermey has given you seme cemfert; it
has certaimly cemplicated the deal as far as a great mamy ether People are comcermed,
Had the pewer ef attormey still Besm im effect, Sohuy ceuld have seld the heuse te
Bert or amother third pa.rt}{,]ﬂ wo/oould then have beught it waock frem that third
party fer whatever sum was agreed upen. It would met have beem necessary te semd
umpteen papers ®ack emd fertlk, The seme is trus ef the check im paymext fer the lami;
Sghuy ceuld have emdersed it ever te Bett amd Bert ceuld have made the payment &irect
te you as he will do amywsy; but it weuld met have imvelved the additiemal delay
required te semd a check hslfway areumd the werld.

I teke issue with your statememt im yeur letter ef July 16th when yeu say that
it is"unfertumate that eur mutual affairs have clesed em such a discordamt xete Wut
then perhaps, memey talks quite leud at times", I tee thimk it is unfertumete that
there has Been discerd; but I resext yewr implicatienm that all Schuy is cemc ermed
abeut is the memey imvelved. Perhaps whemn yeu re-read seme of eur recewt letters,
aleng with this eme, yeu will see hew mamy peeple are imvelved in this deal emd how
much time amd emergy has beem spent im tryimg te got it settled, It is mere than a
questien eof the memey imwelved; it is a questiem ef maturity amd comfidemce amd trust
and integrity im geimg through with a deal made in geed faith.

There still remaims the matter ef the heuseheld furmishimgs which yeu wawt shipped
up to Wheatem, I'11 let Schuy write yeu the details em that whem he cemes back mext
week, He has sems wishes im the matter which I Welieve you sheuld respsct, Ailse,
may 1 suggest that it is hardly busimesslike fer us te call a mevimg cempany am tell
them te get paid by Hahm in Wheaten. Ne cempany would accept a shipment em that basis.
Therefere, please write t» Hahm amd clear it with them se that they are willing te
accept the shipmekt amd pay for it amd let us have a cepy ef some authorizatieam te
give te a lecal mever here. Or perhaps you would prefer te have the shipment sent te
Hahm's im Bert's custedy amd let Bert pay the charges fer yeu. Whatever yeu decide
please de se witheut delay; Schuy amd I beth feel very stromgly that a divisien ef
preperty should be made right here smd mow. Despite yeur kimd offer to allew us te
use the diming reom table umtil you nmay wish it at seme date im the future. We have

me wish te becems embreiled im amy umpleasamtmess im the future, and we feel it much
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wiser te have yeu put all yeur bel engimgs in sterage where you cam get at them

sny time you wish. I weuld greatly appreciate yeur taking care of this matter as
seom as pessible, Grote, Because we are fimally gettimg aroumi te exponding seme ef
our emergy ox redeceratimg amd refurmishimg eur heme here and we weuld like te have
the space fer eur ewnm thimgs. Schuy will semd yeu am imvestery of exactly what

is te e sent te Hahm, per yeur imstructiems; amd pleass let us kmow just hew you
wont the deal hamdled. My persewal opimiem is that Hahm may mot take teo kimdly
te the idea amd that Bert would we the mam te act as yeur agemt om the matter; wut
that is emnly a suggestien,

I thiak that pretiy well brimgs you up te date em the details., We'll keep you
inf'ermed as seom as we hear frem Bert. I asked him te wire us whem he had
received the deed frem you se that we would kmow thimgs were about te proegress ome
more. Amd pleass let us kmew yeur wishes with regard te the house im Wheatem, If
you are willing te accept the effer we have made, agaim let me say that time is
impertat. By mow the prics of the let may have goems up to $4000 - who kmews?

Fergive the nete eof bittermss threugheut this letter -- by mew I am cempletely
fed up with the whole matter awd wanxt emly te e rid ef it as seom as pessivle,

It has cemsumed far tee much ef ewr time amd eur theughts, amd that I de resest:,
It seems rather a pity that adult s should weceme imvelved im such a complicated
affair for mo really geed reasem; it is mearimg am emd, thank geodme ss, amd please
do not delay amy further im getting all mecessary papers ®ack te us. The deed
should be returmed directly te Bert im Wheatem. He may have te add a few more
words to the legal descriptiem, he says, wut that can we deme after yeu sigm ite.
Next time you have te swallow ssmethimg distasteful, please give a little mere
theught te the ether guys imvelved, wem't you?

Baest wishes,







CONTRACT OF SALE

This cemtract ef sale is drawm fer the specific purpese ef making dis-
pesitiemef the heuse awd garagze mew ewmed jeimtly by Grete Reber, a bacheler, amd
Sohuyler C. Reber amli Jeam Pewers Reber, his wife. The heuse smd garage mew stamd
on the plet of lamd purchasodl by the Illimeis Bell Telepheme Cempeamy and kmewn as
212 West Semimary Avenmue, Wheatem, Jllimeis; amd umder the terms ef the purchase
oextract between the Illimeis Bell Telepheme Cempemy amd the aferementiemsd iwdividuals
the ownership ef the heuse amd garage remaims with the aferementioned imdividuals
and they are permitted te remeve the structures frem the site withim 100 days frem
the effective date of that cemtract.

It new Being the imtent of Grete Reber te relinquish his title te the
house and garags, mew tharefore, for $10,00 and ethor geed and valuable cemsideratienm,
I, Grete Reber, a wacheler, (hereim called the Seller) de sell, tramsfer, assign ami
release my share ef ewmership im the heuse and garage describedabeve (herein called
the Structures) te Schuyler C, Reber amd Jean Powers Reber, his wife, (herein called
the Buyer), amd herewith state that there are me mertgages, liems, er umfulfilled
claims of any kinmd em these Structures, amd that I cexvey clear title te the Buyer
offective with the sigmimg eof this cemtract of sale.

In cemsideratien fer makimg this 9ill ef sale the Seller shall receive, at
o future date, tem percemt (10%) ef the prefit realized frem the sale of the
Structures after they have been rameved te a mew site., The prefit shall be
determined by adding tegether all cests relevamt te the remeval ef the Structures
frem their presext lecatienm to a mew site, imcluding the cest ef a mew site, meving,
pormits, wire cests, amd cests ef puttimg the Structures im salable cemiitiom em the
now site; amd alse adding tegesther all sellimg expemses lmcluding breker's cem-
migsiens, sales expemse, title expemse amd preratiem ef taxes; and deducting these

tetal cests frem the met preceeds of the sale of the Structures em the mew site,



An ameunt equivalemt te 10% ef the prefit as determimed im the feregeing
paragraph shall Be paysble.by the Buyer to the Seller frem the proceeds ef the
sale of the Structures om the mew site amd an itemized statement of all cests shall
be submitted by the Buyer te the Seller amd shall be recomciled with the net
sales price, such paymsut amd recemciliatien te be made withim thirty days

after the Buyer has received paymext fer the resale ef the Structures,
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