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NIGHT after night a man
named Grote Reber keeps
his eye on a lot: of little
gadgets hooked up to a 31-
foot mirror in Wheaton, Il-
linois. The oversize looking
glass isn't there to reflect-
the light of the moon and
the stars and no one calls
Mr. Reber a mad scientist
when he talks about collect-
ing “cosmic static”—be-
cause that's what he’s pick-

The high-frequency waves
that are gathered in the
giant mirror are of great in-
terest to radio engineers—
and it is possible that they
are signals from beings liv-
ing on planets thousands of
light-years distant from the
2arth. M -

The “story of the waves
and the contraption that
picks them up is plainly and

- week's issue
, of The Amer-
fcan Weekly.
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NIGHT after night a man
named Grote Reber keeps
his eye on a lot of little
“padgets hooked up to a 31-
foot mirror in Wheaton, II-
linois. The oversize looking
glass isn’t there to reflect

_ the light of the moon and

the stars and no one calls
Mr. Reber a mad scientist
when he talks about collect-
ing “cosmic static’—be-
cause that's what he’s pick-
ing up in the big reflector.

The high-frequency waves
that are gathered in the
giant mirror are of great in-
to o T e
and it i al ey
are signals from beings liv-
ing on planets thousands of
light-years distant from the
earth.



