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Danville, 1., Nov. 9—Sev-
eral hundred - “scientists from
thruout the United States today
joined citizens of this com-
munity and University of Iili-
nois officials to dedicate a new
radio telescope that is expected
to permit astronomers to probe
farther into the universe than
astropauts and space ships can

i8| ever hope to reach.

Built. at a cost. of $870,000
-over the last six years, the new

Vermilion river observatory.

¥iLocated ''m a deép ravine

 formed by an unnamed creék
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'minois-lndi‘ana state line.
Navy Financed Project

Among those here for the
dedication weré top officers of
the United States office of
naval _research, which con-
tributed $741,000 to the project.
The University of Illinois,
which’ will staff and pperate the
telescope, contributed $104,000,
and $25,900 was given by the
National Science Founfation.

As the reflector for/radio sig-
nals from celestial- bodies, bil-
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teep: Running north and south
along the center line is the 150
feet, high wooden truss—sup-
ported by five woode,n columns
—oh which a
have ‘been place
Fadio beats from-outér space.
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radio telescope is known as the.

2 (to_be now in Australia on as-
| signment as a profeesxonal ra-

natural ravine was shap 1nto=
.|a parabolic trough”
Jong, 400 feet wide, and 65 feet
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B job with. theteiescope woyld be’

37, were deScnbed as bemg 10
trillion times as sensitive as a
home television set.

Prior to an inspection trip to |l
the telescope site, the group of |

scientists, umversnty officials,
and cxtlzens gathered for a ded-
ication ‘luncheon in the Wolford
hotel here. Representing Gov.
Kerner, Lt Gov. Samuel Sha-
piro explaided: that one of the
pioneers of radio astronomy—
a science now only 30 years
old—was =a radio amateur,
Grote Reber, who in 1936 ‘built

otie of the ﬁrst Jadio telescopes

in his home town of Wheaton, ¥}

Du Page county.
Reber, whom' Shapiro de-
scribed” as a genius, was said

dio -astronomer.
The Extreme Deptlu

Represeating the office of
naval research, Capt. J. M.
Ballinger said that the U. of 1.
radio telescope will “search the
extreme-depths of space among
the most distant galaxies, far
beyond the limits ot‘ terrestrial
visual insh'mnedfs and into an
area that 'can never be reached
by ‘earth-space -travelers.” *

‘Prof. George C. McVittie,

‘hiead of the U. of I, depattment |
{of astronomy and. director of

the radio telescope project, fﬁaxd
thé new {facility—the first of- s
kind ever built — would

thatt' “a new jnstrument in his

continuing -efforts to _discover |
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