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QoI!¢usiona 

As Chairman or the joint mee'ting, Dr. Robert R. lIcllath reports as 
f'ollowst 

ttltw8s the unan1illoQ~ consensus of' the astronOl!lBrs gathered 
at that meet-lng that t.he National Science Founqat1on should 
proceed toward 'unitY" in all aspects or both t1:)e optical 
.and radio' f'acili~, plans· and operation. It was ~f'elt that 
tbe-·timing isof ofr course, a matter f'or decision bY'the Na­
tional Science F~ndation.tt 

A.. Marp.erite RUle)" 
A.ugust 8, 1956 
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July 25, 1956 

NSF AdvisoJ:"y Panel on RiEl.dio .Astronomy
 
Minutes of the Deti:oit meetings held Sunday, July 22.
 

and Ivlonday. July 23, 1956
 

Meetings of the NSF Advisory Pane3- on Radio Astronomy were held 
Sunday evening and Monday afternoon, July 22-23. 1956 9 in connection with the 
special meeting of a.ll NSF astrm.101ny panels on. Monday, July 24, for consid.e:ta­
Hon of integrated activity. 

An importa.nt orrlission. "WEH n'lade in th(~ :lnlnutes: .for the July 11-12: meeting'S 
in Washington. Special mention w.as In.;:).de by severed m.,;m:"1b~~l's of the Panel during 
that lneeting regarding the great inlportance to the further d.evelopment of the radio 
astronorny progra...-n which is planned and hoped for the expected NationaJ Fa:::iHty 
(Greenbank) of the fact that Dr, :)avid Heeschen has no\v joined this activity. His 
a.ppointnHmt at present is under the AUI. and it is the Panel1s urgent request to Dr. 
Heeschen that he retain his COi1.l1Qction \."ith the NSF' activity wheth'er the manage­
ment sponsor is to be AUI Qr sorne other agEm:.:yo The im,portant thing for the future 
is the dedicated interest of a young ast:ronomex like Heeschen. and the Panel unani­
mously supports the propositkm th(;1,t Hsesch(:ln 3110-;:.:.1d be a.sked to retain his connec-­
tion and activity for this phase of the NSF ctctivities regardless of momentary delays 
or interruptions for placine of the final contracts. It is of the greatest satisfaction 
to the Panel to note that this first appo:Lntr.l.1.ent concerns astronomical progr&-rl 
plann:i.ng~ and not solely the mecha-nics of construction 01" equipment. 

An important question was raised by the U. S. National Committee for the 
m.eeting cf the URSI (Inte:rnc.tiond Scientific Radio Union) in Boulder. Colo~cado. 

August 22 - September 5. 1.957. Travel funds in. the United States for certain [,,)r ­

eign delegates with interests in x'adio aGtrouor.ny a.re needed. and :must be guaranteed 
soon enol.i,gh for these foreign colleagues to m2.ke definite acceptances ~u1.d plans to 
a.ttend. Requests totaling $5000 were propor.:ed sO G'UT Pan'el. After detailed dis­
cussion of nearly 'every candidate it was decided that our Panel should request addi­
tional funds from the NSF in the amount of $3000 for this purpose. These funds should 
be added to the present CIW grant for travel {no overhead) and preferably should come 
from N51" funds designated ror foreign t:;:avel. However. if necessary. our Panel 
agrees that the purpose is suffidently hl1.porta.nt to justify allocating $3000 from the 
$150.000 which has been earmarked for radio astronomy operations during this fis­
c:al year. The proposed candidates and am.ounts are as follows (they may have 
additional funds from lectures. etc,): 

Hanbury Brown, Manchester $500 
T. Hatanaka. Tokyo 200 
Alfred Lovell. Manchester 400 
T. Takahura. Tokyo 300 
Emile Blum, Meudon 300 
Jean Denisse, Meudon 100 
Jaako Tuominen. Finland 400 
C. D. Ellyett. New Zealand 300 
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Expected late r candidates $500, total $3000. 

The Panel also approved (four members present- -Greenstein not present) 
the addition of $1000 as a special travel fund for Greenstein if he finds that he can 
return from Russia by way of Sydney, and spend a week or so there in September­
October of this year. This fund is available in the CIW travel grant balance at DTM. 

In accordance with the~discussions of the several astronomy panels during the 
day, our Radio Astronomy Panel in the late afternoon of July 23 voted to approve the 
shift of the advisory function regarding yearly research grants in radio astronomy 
(not facility grants) from our Radio Astronomy.Panel to the reconstituted IIAdvisory 
Panel on Astronomy" for the NSF, beginning with FY 1958 (July 1957). The funds 
for the present FY 1957 have already been discussed and largely earmarked. It is 
understood that before this shift occurs appropriate consideration will be given by 
the NSF to the addition to the Astronomy Panel of members closely familiar with 
radio astronomy. The present Advisory Panel on Radio Astronomy joined with the 
other panels in supporting the move toward integration of all astronomy advisory 
functions. 

tJI, G· !~ 
M. A. Tuve, Chairman, 

Advisory Panel on Radio Astronomy, NSF 


