Invitees:

MINUTES
JOINT MEETING OF

NSF _ADVISORY PANEL FOR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY

AND
NSF_ADVISORY PANEL ON RADIO ASTRONOMY

July 23, 1956 - Regent's Conference Room
‘ University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Dr. Rpbert R, McMath, Chairman

Membery of NSF advisory Panel for Astronomical Observatory
Members of NSF Advisory Panel on Radio Astronomy
Members of NSF Advisory Panel for Astronomy

Attendees:

Astronomical Observatory Panel

Dr. I. 5. Bowen

Dr, Leo Goldberg

Dr, Robert R, McMath
Dr. Bengt Stromgren
Dr. Alvert E, Whitford

Radio Astronomy Panel

Astronomy Panel

Dr, Bart J. Bok

Dr. -‘Jesse 'L, QGreenstein
Dr, John P, Hagen

Dr. Rudolph Minkowski
Dro Merle A. Tave

Dr. G. M, Clemence

Dr, Paul Herget

Dr, W, W, Horgan .

Dr. Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin
Dr. Joel Stebbins

NSF Staff Members

Dr, Alan T, Waterman
Dr. Paul E, Klopsteg
Dr, Raymond J. Seeger
Dr. Frank K. Edmondson




" "In "his opening remarks Dr. Waterman stated that the NSF wae ready
€0 proceed with ascquisition of the (Oreen Bank site, unless there were
serious objections, subject to further- prouctioa by soning, etc. Oen-
eral approval was indicated.

He pointed out that, following the discussion at the July 1l meete
ing, decision as to construction and management ¢f the radis astronomy
facility is now squarely before the Nattena) Ssismos Foundation. The
&mrﬂ. puipose of the present meetinmg was te evnsider smd advise the

as to the most efféctive means ef ensuring ihe cowndness ¢f the pre-
graus at thp contemplated astronemy and radie astrénemy fosilities ia
the best interests of astronomical ressareh amd of $he astrencmers
throughout the country.

It was made clear tq members of the panels that such punla are
purely sdvisory to the Natiomal Science Foundatiom.

" The Panels for Astronomical Obnmter; and Radie Alt:ne-y were
estdblished to advise the National Solsnse Feundatiem regerding faeili-
ties nesded in these respective fields, how.4e Wwring them into being,
and ‘how they might best be operated.

These panels will presumably oentiau a1l the fasilities have
resched the eperating stage which would mark the unphti- of the ma~
Jor functions of the panali.

" In the meantime, to assure the premetion and preservatien of
ity in astronomy, close liaison or alternatively partial or somplate
merger of the panels weuld be indicated. IS is the esenseneus of the
meting that unification ef this kind 4s desirabls, if not essential,
4o ashieve eptimum progress. It is desirable alme M the Advisory
Fanel for Astronomy be kept fully infermed of activitiss belng de-
weléped 1% the special Fanels for Am-o-un Cbumtuv and Radie

Aospenony,

- Upon complation of the facilities 48 the Lfirst mage—assuming
that. arestion of any facilities beyewd this sdage will De a esontine
uing prosass-~the ressarch to be caryied.em sader gramts {rom the
Natienal Scisnce Foundatiem, whather in the Tesilitdes er nlu-hon.
mla be, Junder the cognisance of the Feundstiea's Advisery Pangl for

» ‘This panel weuld contimue with increasing nlpnuibm#y
't. aMu the Feundation on astronemionl ruttrol

) lt sent liaisen er other ommm activrities Wy th mlt
u o ted tewards the balanced develoymesh of an eversll rgpesrch
- q utrmqy, insluding sdvics em' the allosstion of funds fer

unttmpuu, maintenance, and operatiem of fasilities ead fwtder* awp-
pcﬁ. of unmh.

p



M ofjolusions
As Chairman of the joint meeting, Dr. Robert R. McMath reports as
follows:

*It was the unanimous consensus of the astronomers gathered
at that meeting that the National Science Foundation should
proceed toward 'unity' in all aspects of both the optical
‘and radio faeﬂiﬁy plans and operation. It was felt that
the timing is, of course, a matter for decision by the Na-
tional Science Foundation."

A, Marguerite Risley
August 8, 1956

Attachment
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5241 Erozd Branch Boad
Washington 15, D.C.

July 25, 1956

NS5F Advisory Panel on Radico Astronomy
Minutes of the Detxoit meetings held Sunday, Julv 22,
and Monday, July 23, 1956
p
Meetings of the NSF Advisory Panel on Padio Astronomy were held

Sunday evening and Monday afterncoon, July 22-23, 1956, in connection with the
special meeting of all NSF astronoiny panels on Monday, July 24, {or comnsidera-
tion of integrated activity.

An important omissicn war made in the minutes for the July 11-12 meetings
in Washington. Special mention was made by several mermbers of the Panel during
that meeting regarding the great importance to the further development of the radio
astronomy program which is planned and hoped for the expected National Facility
{Greenbank) of the fact that Dr., David Heeschen has now joined this activity., His
appointment at present is under the AUI, and it is the Panel's urgent request to Dr.
Heeschen that he retain his coanaciion with the WNS¥ activity whether the manage-
ment sponsor is to be AUI or sorne other agency. The imporiant thing for the future
is the dedicated interest of a young astronomer like Heeschen, and the Panel unani-
rmously supprorts the propositinn that Heeschen szhould be asked to retain his connec-
tion and activity for this phase of the NSF activiiizs regardiess of momentary delays
or interruptions for placing of the final contractzs. It is of the greatest satisfactisn
to the Panel tc note that this first appoiniment concerns astronomical program
planning, and not solely the mechanics of construciion or eguipment,

An important question was raised by the U. S. National Commitie=s for the
raeeting of the URSI {Internationsl Scientific Radic Union) in Boulder, CTolorado,
August 22 -~ September 5, 1957, Travel funds in the United States for certain for-
eign delegates with interesie in radio asironomy are needed, and must be guaranteed
soon enough for these foreign colleagues to rmake definite acceptances and plans to
attend. Requests totaling $5000 were proposed to our Panel. After detailed dis-
cussion of nearly every candidate it was decided that our Panel should request addi-
tional funds from the NSF in the amount of $3000 for this purpose, These funds should
be added to the pressnt CIW grant for travel {no ovarhead) and preferably should come
from NS¥ funds designated for foreign iravel, However, if necessary, our Panel
agrees that the purpose is sufficiently imnportant to justify allocating $3000 from the
$150, 00G which has been earmarked for radio astronomy operations during this fis-
c¢al year. The proposed candidates and amounts are as follows (they may have
zdditional funds from lectures, etc.}):

Hanbury Brown, Manchester $500
T. Hatanaka, Tokyo 200
Alfred Lovell, Manchester 400
T. Takabkura, Tokyo 300
Emile Blum, Meudon 300
Jean Denisse, Meudon 100
Jaako Tuominen, Finland 400

C. D. Eliyett, New Zealand 300
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Expected later candidates $500, total $3000.

The Panel also approved {four members present--Greenstein not present)
the addition of $1000 as a special travel fund for Greenstein if he finds that he can
return from Russia by way of Sydney, and spend a week or so there in September-~
October of this year. This fund is available in the CIW travel grant balance at DTM.

In accordance with the-discussions of the several astronomy panels during the
day, our Radio Astronomy Panel in the late afternoon of July 23 voted to approve the
shift of the advisory function regarding yearly research grants in radio astronomy
{not facility grants) from our Radio Astronomy.Panel to the reconstituted '"Advisory
Panel on Astronomy'' for the NSF, beginning with FY 1958 (July 1957). The funds
for the present FY 1957 have already been discussed and largely earmarked. 1t is
understood that before this shift occurs appropriate consideration will be given by
the NSF to the addition to the Astronomy Panel of members closely familiar with
radio astronomy. The present Advisory Panel on Radio Astronomy joined with the
other panels ih supporting the move toward integration of all astronomy advisory

functions.
W. e
- C

M. A. Tuve, Chairman,
Advisory Panel on Radio Astronomy, NSF




